
  

 

SUNDAYS IN JUNE 
 

Online Worship at 10:00am 
Join the Facebook Premiere of our Worship Video 
resources each Sunday or join in worship by 
accessing the video at any time on Zion’s 
Facebook page or YouTube channel.  Worship 
will include songs, scriptures, sermon, and prayer 
and feature some new people and new creative 
elements.  See page 2 for information about our 
Worship Theme and Sermon Series for June. 

 

Virtual Coffee & Fellowship Time at 9:00am 
Our Zoom Coffee & Fellowship Time resumes on Sunday mornings in 
June.  Bring your favorite morning treats and join Zion friends for an 
online fellowship hour.  Look for the Zoom link each week in your Sunday 
Preview emails. 

 

First Day of Summer Sing Along 
Sunday, June 21 at 7:30pm 

 
Come on out for a social distance tailgate and 
sing along in our church parking lot.  Bring your 
favorite summer snacks and drinks, set up in a 
designated parking or sitting spot, and enjoy 
some fun and fellowship.  We’ll sing some 
church and camp favorites and give thanks for 
the faithfulness of God in every season.  Look 
for more details in the coming weeks. 

 

Join us for  

Splash Canyon  
God’s Promise on Life’s Wild Ride  

 
This summer’s Vacation Bible School will be a 
new and exciting experience, each week in July 

your family will receive a with all the fun stories and crafts of a normal 
VBS to do together at home. Then once a week we will gather online to see 
how the lessons are going, learn, and sing together.  All you need to do to 
participate is register your family by emailing Walt@Zionlexsc.com to let 
us know that we’ll see you in Splash Canyon! 

June 2020 Newsletter 
All the news that’s fit to print from A to Zion 

 

Zion Lutheran Church 
226 Corley Mill Road 
Lexington, SC 29072 
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Fax: (803) 951-0287 
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Nathan Gragg 
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Nathan@zionlexsc.com 

 
Walt Hampton 

Director of Youth, 
Education, and 

Communications 
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Starr Corley 

Financial Administrator 
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An Update on our Closed Facilities and  
When We Might Return to In Person Gathering 

Ministry Team leaders, Staff, and Congregation Council members have 
continued to seek creative ways to respond to the guidelines and 
restrictions that have been in place for in person gatherings.  These 
leaders have concluded it is not yet time for us to gather in person as a 
church.  The following assessment and plan for the coming month has 
been approved. 
 

 Drive In Worship will conclude Sunday, May 31.  Drive In Worship for 
the month of May has been a success.  The increasing heat on Sundays 
means this way of gathering cannot continue into the summer 
months.  Therefore, we will end on a strong note on the Day of Pentecost.  

  

 Worship for the month of June will be through online and live stream resources.  Zion staff are 
exploring the various ways we can allow people to join in times of worship on Sunday mornings 
through videos and live broadcasts.  Additional information, including a schedule for worship and 
ways members can be involved in leading and participating in worship, will be shared the week of 
June 1.   
 

 Leaders will continue to be in conversation about how and when it will be possible to gather in 
person for worship.  

 
From Isolation to Opportunity - 

A Worship Theme and Sermon Series for June 
 
In June we’ll explore four stories from the Bible about people who found themselves in a time of 
wilderness and isolation.  Though they were alone, God provided them a new opportunity to move in a 
new direction.  When the time was right, God sent them out of isolation to connect them to others and 
to accomplish things for God.  Through their stories we’ll consider how God might be meeting us in 
our isolation and preparing to send us with new opportunities to accomplish things for God. 
 
In the wilderness of Isolation, God provides us an Opportunity to …  

Faith at Home 

Experience Holiness    
The story of Moses (Exodus 3) 
Sunday, June 7 
 
Be Devoted to Others 
The story of Ruth (the book of Ruth) 
Sunday, June 14 
 
 

Extend Mercy 
The story of Jonah (the book of Jonah) 
Sunday, June 21 
 
Be Surprised by Joy 
The story of Mary Magdalene (John 20) 
Sunday, June 28 
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Faith at Home 

A Sermon for the Day of Pentecost 
Based on Acts 2:1:-21 

from Drive In Worship on May 31, 2020 
Pastor Nathan Gragg 

 
Many weeks ago when all this craziness began, way back in March, in the 
middle of the season of Lent, as we were beginning to close our church 
facilities and move worship online, I remember thinking ahead and 
wondering, when will we be back together? 
 
And at that time, I remembered this reading from the book of Acts, the 
Pentecost story, and the way it begins by saying, “When the day of 
Pentecost had come, they were all together in one place.” 

 
Surely, I thought then, when this Day of Pentecost comes, we will all be together in one place.  Right?  
Fingers crossed? 
 
Alas, today is Pentecost, and we are together, in some ways, in some places.  But we are not together in 
the way I thought we might, I hoped we would. 
 
On a normal Pentecost we would all be together in one place.  And on a normal Pentecost we’d pull out 
all the stops in festive worship.  
 
And on a normal Pentecost, someone else would have had to read this reading from Acts chapter 2.  You 
know what I mean?  Every year the reader assigned for this day is the one who has to muddle through 
the verses that talk about all those people from all those hard to pronounce places. 
 
But not this year.  This year I had to be the one to say … Parthians, Medes, Elamites, and residents of 
Mesopotamia, Judea and Cappadocia, Pontus and Asia, Phrygia and Pamphylia, Egypt and the parts of 
Libya belonging to Cyrene, and visitors from Rome, both Jews and proselytes, Cretans and Arabs. 
 
Whew!  Hopefully things will be back to normal by next Pentecost! 
 
That list of confusing sounding place is a list of where all the others were from, who were also there 
when the day of Pentecost had come.  They were all in Jerusalem that day for the festival, the festival of 
Shavuot.  It was a pilgrimage festival, meaning people of faith from all over came.  And that’s why there 
were so many people, all these people there that day.  And God used that, you see, used this moment, to 
do a really big thing. 
 
Enter the Holy Spirit.  Enter the sound of a rushing wind, flames of fire, and an ability to speak.  This 
noisy, powerful Spirit entered into the apostles, those fledgling believers in Jesus who didn’t know what 
to do. 
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The Holy Spirit entered into them and gave them voices to speak.  So they spoke to the crowds from 
every place who were there in Jerusalem. And the Holy Spirit gave ears to hear to these crowds so that, 
in their own language, they heard the good news about God’s deeds of power. 
Think about that.  This is the moment when God sent that promised Holy Spirit.  And what was the first 
thing the Spirit did?  The first thing the Spirit did was to enable communication.  To enable 
communication across obstacles.  The Spirit gave the apostles the ability to speak, to use a language that 
was accessible to everyone. 
 
And the Spirit gave the people the ability to hear, to comprehend the good news while they were 
together so that they could carry that good news and live that good news wherever they went.  Back to 
Parthia, Medes, Elam, and residents of Mesopotamia, Judea, Cappadocia, Pontus and Asia, Phrygia and 
Pamphylia, Egypt and the parts of Libya belonging to Cyrene . . . and into all the world. 
 
We are here today, gathered in all the ways we are, because people of faith have spoken that word and 
heard that word, and carried that good news into all the world, all the way into our time.  All the way to 
this day of Pentecost, where once again the Spirit is enabling some communication across obstacles, s  o 
that we can hear and then carry this good news where we go. 
 
Our world, our nation, so caught up in turmoil, needs us to carry this good news right now, needs us to 
speak God’s ways and God’s truth.  We know what God wants, not the ways of death, cruelty, and 
violence, but mercy, compassion, humility, grace, charity, love.  Those are God’s deeds of power. 
 
Friends, it’s a daunting task to know how to speak these things right now. It’s hard to know what words 
to use when there is so much fear and anger.  All I know is, God sent the Spirit long ago to speak to the 
circumstances of the world then.  And so God will surely send the Spirit to speak to the circumstances 
we are facing now. 
 
The song we sang right after the sermon on Pentecost Sunday was a very appropriate one, because I 
believe this song is very much the prayer we need to be praying now.  The song is called Gracious Spirit, 
Heed our Pleading and it comes to us from believers in the Lord in Tanzania.  And it goes like this: 
   

Gracious Spirit, heed our pleading, fashion us all anew. 
It's your leading that we're needing, help us to follow you. 

 
Come, come, come, Holy Spirit, come. 
Come, come, come, Holy Spirit, come. 

 
It is, indeed, the Spirit’s leading that we are needing now.  So let us sing, 
and pray, and plead to the Holy Spirit to speak to us and speak through us, 
so that God’s peace and healing may be heard by all.  
 
 

 

Photos by Hugo Jehanne and Jon Tyson on Unsplash. 

Faith at Home 
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Music Notes 
  

Music Notes – June 2020 

 

Dear friends,  
I don’t have any idea when we’ll be able to get back together for 
choir or bells, but it’s looking like it may be a little while. Know 
that I’m still missing you all...         

      Julie 
 

If you have any questions, or if you’d like to share your musical talents in some way, please 
contact Julie at julie@zionlexsc.com.  
 

My heart is steadfast, O God, my heart is steadfast; I will 

sing, yes, I will sing praises! Psalm 57:7  

  

It’s Almost Summertime! 

For your listening pleasure, enjoy these songs with “summer” in the title: 
 Summer in the City - The Lovin’ Spoonful 
 Summer Nights - Olivia Newton-John & John Travolta (Grease) 
 The Boys of Summer - Don Henley 
 All Summer Long - Kid Rock 
 Suddenly Last Summer - The Motels 
Summer Breeze - Seals & Crofts 
  

Because we all need a laugh 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

     If you don’t get it, 
     ask me! 
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In our Prayers 

Current Needs  
Jerald Drafts 
Barry Granda 
Jean Hendrix  
Melba Ivey  
Wyman Kleckley 
Cristie Ledford  
Ron Lindler  
Warren Peebles  
Sara Rymer  
Libby Wright  
 
Homebound  
Betty Baker (Carolina Gardens)  
Barbara Brown  
Les Caton (Brian Center)  
Bruce Corley (Carolina Gardens)  
Nellie Drafts  
Nila Keisler (Lex Extended Care)  
Thelma Kleckley (Oakleaf)  
Thomas Kleckley (Oakleaf)  
Jane Langston  
 
Expecting Mothers 
Anna Wingard 
  
Military 
Brett Creasman (Army) 
Burton Flake (Army) 
Matt Mayer (Air Force) 
Rhett Oliver (Army) 
Chris Rauch (Army) 

Friends of the Congregation 
Lynn Balch (health, wife of Craig Balch) 
Dwayne Ballentine (cancer, friend of Ethel Riley) 
Natasha Gorham-Jackson (family health, friend of D. Weight) 
Hazel Halford (cancer, friend of Linda Scott) 
Noreen Hamm (liver transplant, friend of Geri Nilsestuen) 
Gene Hendrix (health issues, Hendrix family) 
Esther Hempel (health, mother of Carol Hunter) 
Ronnie and Pat Hinson (friends of Al and Carla Fallaw) 
Arthur Holladay (health, uncle of Bonnie Phillips) 
Pam Holladay (health, mother of Bonnie Phillips) 
Colin Hungerpiller (health, friend of Stefanie Wingard) 
Jessica Seriah Housley & family (cancer) 
Sue Jaeckel (cancer, friend of Geri Nilsestuen) 
Kathy Keesling (Parkinson's, friend of Janice Sult) 
Shelly Koenig (cancer, daughter of Tom Panyard) 
Lenita Krall (cancer, friend of Geri Nilsestuen) 
Frances Link (dementia, relative of Henry Phillips) 
Elaine Davis Long (cancer, stepmother of Janet Phillips) 
Russell Meetze (cancer, family of Edith Clark) 
Deanna Morrical (cancer, Hanna family) 
Donna Riggins (cancer, sister in law of Rachael Rhoden) 
Holly Roberts (health concerns) 
Sylvia Ruff (cancer, aunt of Julie Branham) 
Roger Spires (surgery, friend of the Leapharts) 
Robert Tolar (health and family, friend of Bob McCombs) 
Claybourn Walters (health, cousin of Eileen Leaphart) 
Barney Weight (Alzheimer’s, brother of Darlene Weight) 
John Whiteside (cancer, friend of the Shaws) 
Patty Wingard (cancer, mother of Greg Wingard) 
Roy Zweig  (Covid-19, father of Jamie Hampton)  

Those Who Have Lost Loved Ones  
 

 Janet Boltjes and all the family and friends of Ben Linder who died Sunday, May 3rd.  
Bryson Scott upon the death of his brother Philip Scott.  

 Mary Nell Panyard and the family and friends of Tom Panyard who passed away Saturday, May 16th.  
Gene Hendrix and the family and friends of Rose Hendrix who passed away Thursday May 14th.  

Mary Hampton and family upon the death of her father Don Donohue.  
 

To ensure we have accurate information on our prayer list please let us know as prayer requests change. To 
make updates or additions to the prayer list, contact the church office at 356-2297. 
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Congregation Council 

ZION LUTHERAN CHURCH COUNCIL MINUTES 
April 20, 2020 

 

Chairman, Craig Balch, called the meeting to order at 7:00pm.  Due to the COVID-19 virus 
outbreak, the meeting was held live via ZOOM. Eleven council members logged into the internet 
meeting along with Pastor Nathan and Walt Hampton. Mary Nell Paynard was absent.       
 

Sue Anderson opened with devotions.  
Joys and Concerns were shared by council.  They also shared ways they had connected with God, 
each other and neighbors. 
 

Secretary’s Report: The March minutes were presented.  A motion was made and 
seconded to approve the minutes.  The motion was carried. 
 

Treasurer’s Report:  The Treasurer presented her report through 4/18/2020.   
Congregational giving has not declined substantially during the shutdown. Simply Giving has 
increased during the last month. 
 

Executive Committee Report:  Craig reported that Ron Leaphart requested the church set 
up an account with Whole Foods.  Craig will forward the request to the Finance Committee. 
 

Pastor’s Report: Pastor Nathan previously emailed his report to council members.  He 
thanked Walt and the rest of the staff for their help with the videos made during Lent and 
Easter.  He thanked volunteers for making phone calls, reaching out to members and figuring 
out how to be disciples during this time. He stated that the ELCA discourages trying to celebrate 
Holy Communion virtually.   
 

Christian Education (Bridget Ridgell) – All programs are on hold for now due to the virus.  Jamie 
stated that the committee is looking ahead for possible summer events. 
 

Fellowship (Janice Sult) – No report 
 

Inreach (Donna Corley) –  No report  
 

Mutual Ministry (Sara Rymer) – Still looking for replacement for Financial Secretary. 
 

Outreach (Mary Nell Panyard) – No report 
 

Property (Ernest Beck) – No further progress making repairs for water damage in sanctuary. 
 

Stewardship  (Anna Wingard) – No report 
 

Technology (Sue Anderson) –  FM Transmitter was purchased for use at outdoor drive-up 
Easter service.  We will be able to use this again in the future. 
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Congregation Council 

Music & Worship (Lee Calder) – No report, however Lee thanked the Pastor, Walt and Julie for 
the outstanding video services.   
 

Youth (Kathryn Barton) – The youth and their prayer partners were not able to have their 
luncheon on Palm Sunday.  Youth still meeting on Wednesdays via ZOOM.   
 

 OLD BUSINESS 
 No further information has been received from the Synod concerning the Abundancia 

Appeal.  
 The Synod Assembly has been rescheduled for Saturday, July 25, 2020 at St. Stephens 

Lutheran Church in Lexington. 
 Discussed opening the church for programs and services.  Zion will follow the state 

guidelines.   
 Discussed drive-in worship services starting in May using the FM Transmitter.  Pre-recorded 

videos will continue. Council agreed with continuing the parking lot drive-in services. 
 Bible studies have been well received on Thursday mornings and evenings via ZOOM. 
 

The meeting closed with the Lord’s Prayer at 8:05 pm. 
 

Respectfully submitted, 
Donna Corley 
 
 

Giving Info Year to date May 31, 2020 
 Offering anticipated year to date: $ 198,202  

Offering received year to date: $ 188,521 
Difference year to date: $ - 9,680 

  
Gifts to Zion and Partner Feeding Ministries this Year 

Mission Lexington: 539 pounds of food  
Snack Packs Ministry: $ 237 

Matthew 25 Lunch Ministry: $ 1995 

Thank you for the prayers, concern, food, and the many  
cards these past few weeks. It is greatly appreciated and  

I feel loved. Thanks for helping me through this.  
 

Mary Nell Panyard 
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Giving at Zion - Recent Memorials Given 
 

To General Fund: 
In Memory of Dwight Corley, by Guy & GeGe Kimball, John & Norene Drafts,  

Linda & Felix Kirszenbaum, Paul & Mary Hook, Ethel Riley, Heyward Addy,  
Evelyn & Gary Varn, Tom & Ginger Sox, Charlotte & Jimmy Compton, Hal & Carolette Turner,  

Nellie Drafts, Jerald & Margaret Drafts, Kayla & Karen Drafts, Darlene Weight 
 

In Memory of Ben Lindler by Tim Driggers, Hal & Carolette Turner, Darlene Weight,  
Paul & Mary Hook, John & Norene Drafts 

 
In Memory of Ernest Swygert by Paul & Mary Hook, Darlene Weight 

 
In Memory of  Martha McCombs by Evelyn & Gary Varn, Darlene Weight,  

Jean & Walter Hendrix, Paul & Mary Hook, 
 

In Memory of  Miriam Driggers by Donna, Dale & Tim 
 

In Memory of  Tom Panyard by Hal & Carolette Turner, Hilltoppers, Paul & Mary Hook,  
W.O. Blackstone & Co., Inc., John & Norene Drafts, Laurie L. Berry 

 
In Memory of  Rose Hendrix by Charles & Karey Hendrix 

 
In Memory of  Mr & Mrs. Elton Monts & James Monts by Miriam & Homer Monts  

 
To Scout Troop 425:  

In Memory of Dwight Corley by Rebecca Saville, Carolyn Martin, Tim Driggers,  
Ed R. Bouknight, Associated E & S Inc, T. Furman Brodie, Clayton & Brenday Rawl,  

Steve & Susan Shumpert, Charles & Karey Hendrix, Jean & Walter Hendrix 
 

To Lutheran Family Services:  
In Memory of Patterson McKinley by Steve & Susan Shumpert 

 
To Snack Packs: 

In Memory of  Dwight Corley by Al & Carla Fallaw  
 

In Memory of  Ben Lindler by Burns & Jan Corley 
 

In Memory of  Tom Panyard by Burns & Jan Corley 
 

In Memory of  Martha McCombs by Al & Carla Fallaw, Burns & Jan Corley  

Congregation Council 
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Communications 

June  Birthdays  
4th Joel Kleckley 
 Jake Speares 
 Genia Henwood 
5th Amber Grant 
 Charles Richardson 
6th Kaylee Keisler 
 Margie Wingard 
 Abby Beard 
 James Gragg 
8th Steve Sult 
9th Matthew Corley 
13th Anna Beck 
14th Jean Hendrix 
 Shelton Rhoden 
15th Scott Barrineau 
16th Steve Hendrix 
 Zach Ledford 

17th Bob McCombs 
 Krystall Henwood 
18th Caralee Boltjes 
 Michael Williamson 
20th Stefanie Wingard 
21st Ronald Lindler 
 Nathan Gragg 
22nd Michael Simpson 
24th Caroline Richardson 
25th Brantley Williamson 
26th Hannah Ivey 
27th James Harman 
 John Sommer 
 Fredrick Jackson 
28th Jane Langston 
29th C.W. Saari 
 
 

June Anniversaries  
2nd  Russell & Sherie Grant 
6th Al & Carla Fallaw 
12th Steve & Janice Sult 
17th John & Norene Drafts 
22nd Hal & Carolette Turner 
23rd Warren & Jean Peebles 
24th Thomas & Thelma 
Kleckley 
Christopher & Jenny Ellisor 
26th Tom & Ginger Sox 
 Walt & Jamie Hampton 
28th Matt & Jade Mayer 
30th Paul & Haylee Boltjes 

GIVING OPPORTUNITES 

 
We encourage you to give to support the ministries of Zion Lutheran Church during this critical 
time.  We are fortunate to have continued to receive offering from many through the mail and through 
the various electronic ways we have to give.   
You can contact Starr Corley in the church office to find out more about these ways to give (356-2297, 
starr@zionlexsc.com) or go to https://www.zionlexsc.com/giving. 
 
There are many ways to give an offering to Zion today or in the weeks ahead. 

1. You can mail offering to Zion Lutheran Church, 226 Corley Mill Road, Lexington, SC 29072.  
2. You can send a gift through your bank’s online giving system. 
3. You can click here to go to Zion’s online giving page to give a one time offering or to set up regular 

automated giving. Zionlexsc.com/giving 
 
Our partners in ministry at Mission Lexington are on the front lines helping those 
in our community who are most affected by the current financial strain.  The best 
way to support the work of Mission Lexington is to give a financial gift.  Click here 
to find out how:  https://missionlexingtonsc.org/donate 

mailto:starr@zionlexsc.com
https://www.zionlexsc.com/giving
Zionlexsc.com/giving
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