
 
 
 

23rd Sunday after Pentecost 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
October 23, 2016 + 11:00 am 

 

Zion Lutheran Church 
Lexington, South Carolina 



WELCOME TO WORSHIP at ZION LUTHERAN CHURCH! 
We are glad you have come to worship this day! 

 

We especially welcome our Visitors and Guests!  
We hope you feel right at home here at Zion. If you have any questions, 
our ushers will be happy to help you. You are invited to fill out a Visitor’s 
Card found in the pew rack and place it in the offering plate. 
 
If you are seeking a church home, we invite you to consider becoming a 
part of this community of faith and learning more about the mission and 
ministry of Zion. For more information about Zion Lutheran Church,  
becoming a member, and sharing your gifts in ministry, contact the church 
office (803) 356-2297, zionchurch@zionlexsc.com or visit our website, 
www.zionlexsc.com. 

 
WORSHIP NOTES 

 
THE SACRAMENT OF HOLY COMMUNION is offered to all baptized Christians who 
seek Christ’s gift of grace.  Visitors who receive Holy Communion in their home 

congregations are invited to share in this sacrament of grace. Gluten 
free bread is available to those with allergies. You may indicate this 
need to the pastor during communion distribution. Children who are 
not receiving communion may come forward for a blessing. 
 

OUR STAFFED NURSERY is available for young children during worship. The nursery is 
located through the narthex/lobby are and down the hall to the right. 
 
HYMNS not printed in the bulletin are in the back of the red WORSHIP hymnal.  
 
 

PLEASE SILENCE YOUR ELECTRONICS AT THIS TIME. 

mailto:zionchurch@zionlexsc.com
http://www.zionlexsc.com


 
+  TWENTY-THIRD SUNDAY AFTER PENTECOST  + 

 
PRELUDE 
 
WELCOME AND ANNOUNCEMENTS 
 
We stand. 
CONFESSION AND FORGIVENESS 
Blessed be the holy Trinity, + one God, the only Sovereign, who dwells in light; Christ 
Jesus, who came to save sinners; the Holy Spirit, who lives within us. Amen. 
 
Let us confess our sin in the presence of God and of one another. 
 

We kneel. Silence is kept for reflection. 
 

God of overflowing grace, we come to you with repentant hearts. Forgive us for  
shallow thankfulness. Forgive us for passing by the ones in need. Forgive us for 
setting our hopes on fleeting treasures. Forgive us our neglect and thoughtlessness. 
Bring us home from the wilderness of sin, and strengthen us to serve you in all that 
we do and say; through Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord. Amen. 
 
In the name of + Jesus, the Son of God, receive mercy and find grace in your time of 
need. Your sins are forgiven; God’s love is healing balm for your wounds. Rejoice, for 
God raises you up to new life in Christ. Amen. 
 
We stand. 
GATHERING HYMN # 631                                     Love Divine, All Loves Excelling 
 
GREETING 
The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the communion of the Holy 
Spirit be with all of you. And also with you. 

 



KYRIE 

 



HYMN OF PRAISE  

 



 
PRAYER OF THE DAY  
Holy God, our righteous judge, daily your mercy surprises us with everlasting 
forgiveness. Strengthen our hope in you and grant that all the peoples of the earth may 
find their glory in you, through Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord. Amen. 



We sit. 
FIRST READING                             Jeremiah 14:7-10, 19-22 
Although our iniquities testify against us, act, O Lord, for your name’s sake; our 
apostasies indeed are many, and we have sinned against you. 8O hope of Israel, its 
savior in time of trouble, why should you be like a stranger in the land, like a traveler 
turning aside for the night? 9Why should you be like someone confused, like a mighty 
warrior who cannot give help? Yet you, O Lord, are in the midst of us, and we are 
called by your name; do not forsake us! 10Thus says the Lord concerning this people: 
truly they have loved to wander, they have not restrained their feet; therefore the Lord 
does not accept them, now he will remember their iniquity and punish their sins. 
 

19Have you completely rejected Judah? Does your heart loathe Zion? Why have you 
struck us down so that there is no healing for us? We look for peace, but find no good; 
for a time of healing, but there is terror instead. 20We acknowledge our wickedness, 
O Lord, the iniquity of our ancestors, for we have sinned against you. 
21Do not spurn us, for your name’s sake; do not dishonor your glorious throne;   
remember and do not break your covenant with us. 22Can any idols of the nations bring 
rain? Or can the heavens give showers? Is it not you, O Lord our God? We set our hope 
on you, for it is you who do all this.  
 

The word of the Lord. Thanks be to God. 
 

PSALM: Psalm 84:1-7 
How dear to me | is your dwelling, 
  O | Lord of hosts! 
2My soul has a desire and longing for the courts | of the Lord; 
  my heart and my flesh rejoice in the | living God. 
3Even the sparrow has found a home, and the swallow a nest where  
             she may | lay her young,  
       by the side of your altars, O Lord of hosts, my king | and my God. 
4Happy are they who dwell | in your house! 
  They will always be | praising you.  
5Happy are the people whose strength | is in you, 
  whose hearts are set on the | pilgrims’ way. 



6Those who go through the balsam valley will find it a | place of springs, 
  for the early rains have covered it with | pools of water. 
 7They will climb from | height to height, 
  and the God of gods will be | seen in Zion.  
 
SECOND READING                           2 Timothy 4:6-8, 16-18 
As for me, I am already being poured out as a libation, and the time of my departure 
has come. 7I have fought the good fight, I have finished the race, I have kept the 
faith. 8From now on there is reserved for me the crown of righteousness, which the 
Lord, the righteous judge, will give me on that day, and not only to me but also to all 
who have longed for his appearing. 
 
16At my first defense no one came to my support, but all deserted me. May it not be 
counted against them! 17But the Lord stood by me and gave me strength, so that 
through me the message might be fully proclaimed and all the Gentiles might hear it. 
So I was rescued from the lion’s mouth. 18The Lord will rescue me from every evil 
attack and save me for his heavenly kingdom. To him be the glory forever and ever. 
Amen.  
 
The word of the Lord. Thanks be to God. 
 
We stand.  
GOSPEL ACCLAMATION 



GOSPEL READING                                   Luke 18:9-14 
The holy gospel according to Luke, the eighteenth chapter. Glory to you, O Lord. 
 

Jesus also told this parable to some who trusted in themselves that they were 
righteous and regarded others with contempt:10“Two men went up to the temple to 
pray, one a Pharisee and the other a tax collector. 11The Pharisee, standing by himself, 
was praying thus, ‘God, I thank you that I am not like other people: thieves, rogues, 
adulterers, or even like this tax collector. 12I fast twice a week; I give a tenth of all my 
income.’ 13But the tax collector, standing far off, would not even look up to heaven, but 
was beating his breast and saying, ‘God, be merciful to me, a sinner!’ 14I tell you, this 
man went down to his home justified rather than the other; for all who exalt 
themselves will be humbled, but all who humble themselves will be exalted.”  
 
The gospel of the Lord. Praise to you, O Christ. 
 
We sit. 
CHILDREN’S SERMON 

Young children are invited forward at this time. 
Following the Children’s Sermon, children ages 3 through 3rd Grade may go to  

Children’s Church.  Meet the Children’s Church leaders at the red door at the back 
of the church.  Children will return from Children’s Church during the offering. 

 
 



SERMON                                Pastor Nathan Gragg 
 
We stand. 
HYMN OF THE DAY # 581                                          You Are Mine 
 
APOSTLES’ CREED 
Living together in trust and hope, let us confess our faith. 
I believe in God, the Father almighty, creator of heaven and earth.  
 
I believe in Jesus Christ, God’s only Son, our Lord, who was conceived by the Holy 
Spirit, born of the virgin Mary, suffered under Pontius Pilate, was crucified, died, and 
was buried; he descended to the dead. On the third day he rose again; he ascended 
into heaven, he is seated at the right hand of the Father, and he will come to judge 
the living and the dead.  
 
I believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy catholic church, the communion of saints, the 
forgiveness of sins, the resurrection of the body, and the life everlasting. Amen. 
 
PRAYERS OF INTERCESSION 

Each petition ends: Hear us, O God. Your mercy is great. 
 
SHARING OF PEACE 
The peace of the Lord be with you always. And also with you. 

We share a sign of Christ’s peace with one another. 
 
We sit. 
TITHES AND OFFERINGS 

We share our gifts for those in need and for the mission of the church. 
 
SPECIAL MUSIC DURING THE OFFERING         Lord, Jesus Think On Me 
 
 



We stand. 
OFFERTORY HYMN                               Let the Vineyards Be Fruitful 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
OFFERING PRAYER 
Let us pray.  Merciful God, we offer with joy and thanksgiving what you have first given 
us – ourselves, our time, and our possessions, signs of your gracious love.  Receive 
them for the sake of him who offered himself for us, Jesus Christ our Lord.  Amen.   
 
GREAT THANKSGIVING 
The Lord be with you. And also with you. 
Lift up your hearts. We lift them to the Lord. 
Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. It is right to give our thanks and praise. 
 
PREFACE 
It is indeed right, our duty and our joy, that we should at all times and in all places give 
thanks and praise . . . we praise your name and join their unending hymn: 



SANCTUS 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

EUCHARISTIC PRAYER 
Holy God, our Bread of life, our Table, and our Food, you created a world in which all 
might be satisfied . . .  in your holy Church, both now and forever. Amen. 
 
LORD'S PRAYER  
Our Father, who art in Heaven, hallowed be thy name, thy kingdom come, thy will be 
done, on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread; and forgive us our 
trespasses, as we forgive those who trespass against us; and lead us not into 
temptation, but deliver us from evil. For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and 
the glory, forever and ever. Amen 
 
INVITATION TO COMMUNION 
God gives food to those who hunger.  Come, be fed, be healed. Amen. 
 
 



We sit. 
AGNUS DEI 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

DISTRIBUTION OF COMMUNION 
Christ welcomes you to this feast of the baptized!    

We receive communion today by intinction at the head of the center aisle.   
As the ushers direct you, proceed down the center aisle in two lines.  

Hold the bread given to you and continue toward the side aisle nearest you  
to receive the chalice into which you may dip your bread.   

Return to your seat by the side aisle. 
 
MUSIC DURING COMMUNION 
 
We stand. 
BLESSING AFTER COMMUNION  
May the body and blood of our Lord Jesus Christ strengthen you and keep you in His 
grace. Amen. 
 

 



PRAYER AFTER COMMUNION 
Let us pray. We give you thanks, O God, that you welcome us to your table and satisfy 
our deepest hunger and thirst.  By your gifts of word and holy meal, strengthen us to 
take up the cross as we go about our callings in this world, following after Jesus Christ, 
our servant Lord. Amen. 
 
BLESSING 
Like children in the arms of Jesus, receive this blessing: The Lord bless you and keep 
you.  The Lord’s face shine on you with grace and mercy.  The Lord look upon you with 
favor and + give you peace. Amen. 
 
SENDING HYMN # 758                     You Are the Way 
 
DISMISSAL 
Go in peace. Love and serve the Lord. Thanks be to God. 
 
POSTLUDE 

                                                                                            
                                                                                                                                                            
               
 

 
 
 

Portions printed from Sundays and Seasons.com. Copyright 2015 Augsburg Fortress.  
All rights reserved. Reprinted by permission under Augsburg Fortress Liturgies Annual License #29104. 

 
New Revised Standard Version Bible, copyright 1989. Division of Christian Education of the  

National Council of the Churches of Christ in the United States of America. Used by permission. All rights reserved. 
 

Let the Vineyards words copyright 1878, Hope Augsburg Fortress.   
All rights reserved. Reprinted by permission under Augsburg Fortress Liturgies Annual License #29104. 

 



+  SERVING IN WORSHIP TODAY & NEXT SUNDAY  + 
 
Presiding Minister                               Pastor Nathan Gragg 
 
SERVING IN THE SANCTUARY 

SERVING OUTSIDE OF THE SANCTUARY 

SERVING FOR THE MONTHS OF OCTOBER AND NOVEMBER 

  OCTOBER 23 OCTOBER 30 

Acolyte  
Crucifer 

James Gragg 
Russell Wingard 

Emerson Fite 
Zach Ledford 

Altar Flowers Anna Wingard Beth Jebali 

Assisting Minister 
  8:30—Janice Sult 
11:00—Bridget Ridgell 

  8:30—Janice Sult 
11:00—Bridget Ridgell 

Communion 
Assistants 11:00 

Lisa Lockaby 
Carolette Turner 

David McKinley 
Roger Anderson 

Lay Reader David McKinley Bob McCombs 

October Ushers Thomas Kleckley, Russell Kleckley, Ervin Shaw, Joel Kleckley 

November Ushers Charlie Hendrix, Chris Bigham, Robbie Bigham, Bert Wingard 

  OCTOBER 23 OCTOBER 30 

Children’s Church Shannon Richardson Jamie & Marshall Grace Fite 

Coffee & Fellowship 
Janice Face 
Iris Harman 

Keene Family 

Nursery Attendants Abby Beard Nikki Harman 

  OCTOBER NOVEMBER 

Chancel & Sacraments 
Darlene Weight 
Althea Hendrix 

Ron & Eileen Leaphart 

Council Caregivers 
Dawn Keene 
Will Reeside 

Russell Grant 
Roscoe Nesmith 

Offering Counters 
Roger & Shannon Richardson 
OPEN 

Dave & Katie McKinley 
Ethel Riley 



 

Zion Lutheran Church 
226 Corley Mill Road 
Lexington, SC 29072  

(803) 356-2297  
zionlexsc.com  

 
  

Rev. Nathan T. Gragg, Pastor 
Nathan@zionlexsc.com 

  
Walt Hampton, Youth Director 

Walt@zionlexsc.com 
   

Julie Branham, Director of Music 
Julie@zionlexsc.com 

 
Starr Corley, Financial Administrator 

Starr@zionlexsc.com 
 

Carol Wyndham, Communications Administrator 
Carol@zionlexsc.com 

 
Steve Shumpert, Church Sexton 

Steve@zionlexsc.com 
 

Sam Mailleue, Second Year Seminarian 
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