
 
 
 

First Sunday of Christmas 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 

January 1, 2017 + 11:00 am 
 

Zion Lutheran Church 
Lexington, South Carolina 



WELCOME TO WORSHIP at ZION LUTHERAN CHURCH! 
We are glad you have come to worship this day! 

 

We especially welcome our Visitors and Guests!  
We hope you feel right at home here at Zion. If you have any questions, 
our ushers will be happy to help you. You are invited to fill out a Visitor’s 
Card found in the pew rack and place it in the offering plate. 
 
If you are seeking a church home, we invite you to consider becoming a 
part of this community of faith and learning more about the mission and 
ministry of Zion. For more information about Zion Lutheran Church,  
becoming a member, and sharing your gifts in ministry, contact the church 
office (803) 356-2297, zionchurch@zionlexsc.com or visit our website, 
www.zionlexsc.com. 

 
WORSHIP NOTES 

 
THE SACRAMENT OF HOLY COMMUNION is offered to all baptized Christians who 
seek Christ’s gift of grace.  Visitors who receive Holy Communion in their home 

congregations are invited to share in this sacrament of grace. Gluten 
free bread is available to those with allergies. You may indicate this 
need to the pastor during communion distribution. Children who are 
not receiving communion may come forward for a blessing. 
 

OUR STAFFED NURSERY is available for young children during worship. The nursery is 
located through the narthex/lobby area and down the hall to the right. 
 
HYMNS not printed in the bulletin are in the back of the red WORSHIP hymnal.  
 
 

PLEASE SILENCE YOUR ELECTRONICS AT THIS TIME. 

mailto:zionchurch@zionlexsc.com
http://www.zionlexsc.com


 
+  FIRST SUNDAY OF CHRISTMAS + 

 
PRELUDE 
 
WELCOME AND ANNOUNCEMENTS 
 
We stand. 
CONFESSION AND FORGIVENESS 
Blessed be the Holy One of Israel, the Word made flesh, the Power of the Most High, ☩  
one God, now and forever. Amen. 
 

Gathered in the name of Jesus, let us confess our sin against God and our neighbor. 

 

We kneel.  Silence is kept for confession and meditation. 

  

Gracious God, in Christ Jesus you come among us as light shining in darkness. We 
confess our failure to welcome this light. Forgive us and renew our hope, so that we 
may live in the light of your grace, and welcome the truth of Christ the Lord. Amen. 
 
I bring you good news of great joy for all the people: To you is born a Savior, Christ the 
Lord. Your sins are forgiven in  ☩ Jesus’ name. Amen. 
 
SHARING OF PEACE 
The peace of the Lord be with you always. And also with you. 

We share a sign of Christ’s peace with one another. 
 
We stand. 
GATHERING HYMN # 275                                 Angels, from the Realms of Glory 
 
GREETING 
The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the communion of the Holy 
Spirit be with all of you. And also with you. 

 



PRAYER OF THE DAY  
O Lord God, you know that we cannot place our trust in our own powers. As you  
protected the infant, Jesus, so defend us and all the needy from harm and adversity, 
through Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord, who lives and reigns with you and the Holy 
Spirit, one God, now and forever. Amen. 
 
We sit. 
FIRST READING                                                  Isaiah 63:7-9 
I will recount the gracious deeds of the Lord, the praiseworthy acts of the Lord,  
because of all that the Lord has done for us, and the great favor to the house of Israel 
that he has shown them according to his mercy, according to the abundance of his 
steadfast love. 8For he said, “Surely they are my people, children who will not deal  
falsely”; and he became their savior 9in all their distress. It was no messenger or angel  
but his presence that saved them; in his love and in his pity he redeemed them; he 
lifted them up and carried them all the days of old.   
 
The word of the Lord. Thanks be to God. 
 
PSALM 148 
1Hallelujah! Praise the Lord from the heavens; 
  praise God in the heights. 
2Praise the Lord, all you angels; 
  sing praise, all you hosts of heaven. 
3Praise the Lord, sun and moon; 
  sing praise, all you shining stars. 
4Praise the Lord, heaven of heavens, 
  and you waters above the heavens. 
5Let them praise the name of the Lord, 
  who commanded, and they were created, 
6who made them stand fast forever and ever, 
  giving them a law that shall not pass away.  
7Praise the Lord from the earth, 
  you sea monsters and all deeps; 
8fire and hail, snow and fog, 
  tempestuous wind, doing God’s will; 



9mountains and all hills, 
  fruit trees and all cedars; 
10wild beasts and all cattle, 
  creeping things and flying birds; 
11sovereigns of the earth and all peoples, 
  princes and all rulers of the world; 
12young men and maidens, 
  old and young together.  
13Let them praise the name of the Lord, 
  whose name only is exalted, whose splendor is over earth and heaven. 
14The Lord has raised up strength for the people and praise for all faithful servants, 
  the children of Israel, a people who are near the Lord. Hallelujah!  
 
SECOND READING                                          Hebrews 2:10-18 
It was fitting that God, for whom and through whom all things exist, in bringing many 
children to glory, should make the pioneer of their salvation perfect through 
sufferings. 11For the one who sanctifies and those who are sanctified all have one 
Father. For this reason Jesus is not ashamed to call them brothers and 
sisters,  12saying, “I will proclaim your name to my brothers and sisters, in the midst of 
the congregation I will praise you.” 13And again,  “I will put my trust in him.” And again, 
“Here am I and the children whom God has given me.”   
 14Since, therefore, the children share flesh and blood, he himself likewise 
shared the same things, so that through death he might destroy the one who has the 
power of death, that is, the devil, 15and free those who all their lives were held in 
slavery by the fear of death. 16For it is clear that he did not come to help angels, but 
the descendants of Abraham. 17Therefore he had to become like his brothers and 
sisters in every respect, so that he might be a merciful and faithful high priest in the 
service of God, to make a sacrifice of atonement for the sins of the people. 18Because 
he himself was tested by what he suffered, he is able to help those who are being 
tested.  
 
The word of the Lord. Thanks be to God. 
 
 



We stand. 
GOSPEL ACCLAMATION 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
GOSPEL READING                           Matthew 2:13-23 
The holy gospel according to Matthew, the second chapter. Glory to you, O Lord. 
 

Now after the wise men had left, an angel of the Lord appeared to Joseph in a dream 
and said, “Get up, take the child and his mother, and flee to Egypt, and remain there 
until I tell you; for Herod is about to search for the child, to destroy him.” 14Then 
Joseph got up, took the child and his mother by night, and went to Egypt, 15and 
remained there until the death of Herod. This was to fulfill what had been spoken by 
the Lord through the prophet, “Out of Egypt I have called my son.” 
  16When Herod saw that he had been tricked by the wise men, he was infuriated, and 
he sent and killed all the children in and around Bethlehem who were two years old or 
under, according to the time that he had learned from the wise men. 17Then was 
fulfilled what had been spoken through the prophet Jeremiah: 18“A voice was heard in 
Ramah, wailing and loud lamentation, Rachel weeping for her children; she refused to 
be consoled, because they are no more.” 
    19When Herod died, an angel of the Lord suddenly appeared in a dream to Joseph in 
Egypt and said, 20“Get up, take the child and his mother, and go to the land of Israel, 
for those who were seeking the child’s life are dead.” 21Then Joseph got up, took the 
child and his mother, and went to the land of Israel. 22But when he heard that 
Archelaus was ruling over Judea in place of his father Herod, he was afraid to go there. 
And after being warned in a dream, he went away to the district of Galilee. 23There he 
made his home in a town called Nazareth, so that what had been spoken through the 
prophets might be fulfilled, “He will be called a Nazorean.”  
 
The gospel of the Lord. Praise to you, O Christ. 



We sit. 
CHILDREN’S SERMON 

Young children are invited forward at this time. 
Following the Children’s Sermon, children ages 3 through 3rd Grade may go to  

Children’s Church.  Meet the Children’s Church leaders at the red door at the back  
of the church.  Children will return from Children’s Church during the offering. 

 
SERMON                        Seminarian Sarah Derrick 
 
We stand. 
HYMN OF THE DAY # 269                                              Once in Royal David’s City 
 
NICENE CREED 
We believe in one God, the Father, the Almighty, maker of heaven and earth, of all 
that is, seen and unseen. 
 

We believe in one Lord, Jesus Christ, the only Son of God, eternally begotten of the 
Father, God from God, Light from Light, true God from true God, begotten, not made, 
of one Being with the Father; through him all things were made. For us and for our 
salvation he came down from heaven, was incarnate of the Holy Spirit and the virgin 
Mary and became truly human. For our sake he was crucified under Pontius Pilate; 
he suffered death and was buried. On the third day he rose again in accordance with 
the scriptures; he ascended into heaven and is seated at the right hand of the Father. 
He will come again in glory to judge the living and the dead, and his kingdom will 
have no end. 
 

We believe in the Holy Spirit, the Lord, the giver of life, who proceeds from the 
Father and the Son, who with the Father and the Son is worshiped and glorified, who 
has spoken through the prophets. We believe in one holy catholic and apostolic 
church. We acknowledge one baptism for the forgiveness of sins. We look for the 
resurrection of the dead, and the life of the world to come. Amen.  
 
PRAYERS OF INTERCESSION 

Each petition ends: Lord, in your mercy. Hear our prayer. 
 
We sit. 
TITHES AND OFFERINGS 

We share our gifts for those in need and for the mission of the church. 



SPECIAL MUSIC DURING THE OFFERING 
 
We stand. 
OFFERTORY HYMN # 487                                               What Feast of Love 
 
OFFERTORY PRAYER 
God with us:  You came as a baby to a manger. You slept on straw and greeted  
shepherds. You come again in bread and wine. Remind us how good you are at  
blessing ordinary things. And then, through these gifts, help us to bless the lives of 
others in the strength of your holy name. Amen.  
 
GREAT THANKSGIVING 
The Lord be with you. And also with you. 
Life up your hearts. We lift them to the Lord. 
Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. It is right to give our thanks and praise. 
 

PREFACE 
It is indeed right, our duty and our joy, that we should at all times and in all places give 
thanks and praise . . . we praise your name and join their unending hymn: 
 
SANCTUS 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



EUCHARISTIC PRAYER 
Holy God, Creator of all and Source of life, at the birth of time your word brought light 
into the world...all glory and honor is yours, Almighty Father, with the Holy Spirit, in 
your holy Church, both now and forever. Amen. 
 
LORD'S PRAYER  
Lord, remember us in your kingdom, and teach us to pray. 
Our Father, who art in Heaven, hallowed be thy name, thy kingdom come, thy will be 
done, on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread; and forgive us our 
trespasses, as we forgive those who trespass against us; and lead us not into 
temptation, but deliver us from evil. For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and 
the glory, forever and ever. Amen 
 
INVITATION TO COMMUNION 
Joy to the world! The Lord is come! Let every heart receive the Savior. 
 
We sit. 
AGNUS DEI 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



DISTRIBUTION OF COMMUNION 
Christ welcomes you to this feast of the baptized!    

We receive communion today by intinction at the head of the center aisle.   
As the ushers direct you, proceed down the center aisle in two lines.  

Hold the bread given to you and continue toward the side aisle nearest you  
to receive the chalice into which you may dip your bread.   

Return to your seat by the side aisle. 
 
MUSIC DURING COMMUNION 
 
We stand. 
BLESSING AFTER COMMUNION   
May the body and blood of our Lord Jesus Christ strengthen you and keep you in His 
grace. Amen. 
 
PRAYER AFTER COMMUNION 
Let us pray. On this day, O God, you gave us Christ the Son to save us. As you sent the 
one foretold, send us now with good news for all people. Let the gladness of this feast 
have no end as we share with others the joy that fills us; through Jesus Christ, our 
Savior and Lord. Amen. 
 
BLESSING 
May Christ, who by his incarnation has filled us with grace and truth, give you peace 
this Christmas and always. Almighty God, Father, ☩ Son, and the Holy Spirit, bless you 
now and forever. Amen. 
 
SENDING HYMN # 287                   Let All Together Praise Our God 
 
DISMISSAL 
Go in peace. Share the gift of Jesus. Thanks be to God. 
 
POSTLUDE 

Portions printed from Sundays and Seasons.com. Copyright 2016 Augsburg Fortress.  
All rights reserved. Reprinted by permission under Augsburg Fortress Liturgies Annual License #29104. 

 
New Revised Standard Version Bible, copyright 1989. Division of Christian Education of the  

National Council of the Churches of Christ in the United States of America. Used by permission. All rights reserved. 



SERVING IN WORSHIP TODAY 

Presiding Minister       Pastor Nathan Gragg 
Preacher            Seminarian Sarah Derrick 
Assisting Minister                   Sue Anderson 
Reader                Karyn Stoneberg 
Communion Assistants              Steve Shumpert, Burns Corley 
Ushers                   Roscoe Nesmith, Larry Hook  
         Brad & Zach Ledford 
Guest Organist                   David Schroer 
 

 

TODAY WE WELCOME Sarah Derrick as our preacher.  Sarah is a member of Zion and a 
second year seminarian at the Lutheran School of Theology at Chicago.  We are proud 
to support Sarah as she continues her preparation for ministry and are delighted to 
welcome her home to Zion today!   
 
OUR GUEST ORGANIST today is David Schroer. David is a Newberry College student 
majoring in Mathematics and Music with an emphasis in theory. While in college, he 
has been a part of the Newberry College Singers, Madrigals, Opera Workshop, theater, 
and concert band. We are glad to have him with us today. 
 
GIVING STATEMENTS FOR 2016 will be available in the Narthex beginning Sunday, 
January 8th. Help us to be good stewards and save money on postage by picking up 
yours. If you have questions, contact Starr Corley in the church office. Thank you! 
 
WEDNESDAY NIGHT LIVE (WNL) resumes Wednesday, January 11th. 
 
CONVERSATIONAL SPANISH CLASS begins Thursday, January 12th at 7:00 pm in the 
Cathedral Room. In you are interested, or have questions, please text or call Bridget 
Ridgell at  413-9534. 
 
2017 FLOWER CHART is located in the Narthex and is ready for you to reserve that 
special date to provide flowers for worship. There are several florists in the area with 
keys and they are all happy to deliver. For a complete list, please call the church office. 
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Steve Shumpert, Church Sexton 
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Sam Mailleue, Second Year Seminarian 
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