
Third Sunday of Easter  
Zion Lutheran Church + April 18, 2021 

Drive In Worship 
 

Print this order of service at home and  
bring it with you to worship. 

In the Zion parking lot tune to radio station 87.9 FM. 
 

 

WELCOME AND ANNOUNCEMENTS 
 
THANKSGIVING FOR BAPTISM 
Alleluia! Christ is risen. Christ is risen indeed. Alleluia! 
 
Refreshed by the risen life we share in Christ, let us give thanks for the gift of baptism. 
 
We thank you, risen Christ, for the waters of baptism where you make us new, leading us 
from death to life, from tears to joy. We bless you, risen Christ, that your Spirit comes to 
us in the grace-filled waters of rebirth, like rains to our thirsting earth, like streams that 
revive our souls, like cups of cool water shared with strangers. 
 
Breathe your peace on your church when we hide in fear. Clothe us with your mercy and 
forgiveness. Send us companions on our journey as we share your life. Make us one, risen 
Christ. Cleanse our hearts. Shower us with life. To you be given all praise, with the Holy 
Spirit, in the glory of God, Father, + Son, and Holy Spirit, now and forever. Amen. 
 
HYMN  Now All the Vault of Heaven Resounds 
 
1. Now all the vault of heav'n resounds 
in praise of love that still abounds: 
"Christ has triumphed! He is living!" 
Sing, choirs of angels, loud and clear! 
Repeat their song of glory here: 
"Christ has triumphed! He is living!" 
Alleluia, alleluia, alleluia! 
 
2. Eternal is the gift he brings, 
therefore our heart with rapture sings: 
"Christ has triumphed! He is living!" 
Now still he comes to give us life 

and by his presence stills all strife. 
"Christ has triumphed! He is living!" 
Alleluia, alleluia, alleluia! 
 
3. Oh, fill us, Lord, with dauntless love; 
set heart and will on things above 
that we conquer through your triumph; 
grant grace sufficient for life's day 
that by our lives we truly say: 
"Christ has triumphed! He is living!" 
Alleluia, alleluia, alleluia! 



PRAYER OF THE DAY 
Holy and righteous God, you are the author of life, and you adopt us to be your children. 
Fill us with your words of life, that we may live as witnesses to the resurrection of your 
Son, Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord, who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, 
one God, now and forever. Amen. 
  

SCRIPTURE READING                  Luke 24:36-48 
Jesus himself stood among the disciples and said to them, “Peace be with you.” 37They 
were startled and terrified, and thought that they were seeing a ghost. 38He said to them, 
“Why are you frightened, and why do doubts arise in your hearts? 39Look at my hands and 
my feet; see that it is I myself. Touch me and see; for a ghost does not have flesh and bones 
as you see that I have.” 40And when he had said this, he showed them his hands and his 
feet. 41While in their joy they were disbelieving and still wondering, he said to them, “Have 
you anything here to eat?” 42They gave him a piece of broiled fish, 43and he took it and ate 
in their presence. 
  44Then he said to them, “These are my words that I spoke to you while I was still with 
you—that everything written about me in the law of Moses, the prophets, and the psalms 
must be fulfilled.” 45Then he opened their minds to understand the scriptures, 46and he 
said to them, “Thus it is written, that the Messiah is to suffer and to rise from the dead on 
the third day, 47and that repentance and forgiveness of sins is to be proclaimed in his name 
to all nations, beginning from Jerusalem. 48You are witnesses of these things.” 
    

The word of the Lord.  Thanks be to God 
  

SERMON                   Pastor Nathan Gragg 
  

HYMN  Lord, You Give the Great Commission 
 

1. Lord, you give the great commission: 
"Heal the sick and preach the word." 
Lest the church neglect its mission, 
and the gospel go unheard, 
help us witness to your purpose 
with renewed integrity. 
 
Refrain 
With the Spirit's gifts empow'r us 
for the work of ministry. 
 
 
 

2. Lord, you call us to your service: 
"In my name baptize and teach." 
That the world may trust your promise, 
life abundant meant for each, 
give us all new fervor, draw us 
closer in community.  Refrain 
 
3. Lord, you bless with words assuring: 
"I am with you to the end." 
Faith and hope and love restoring, 
may we serve as you intend 
and, amid the cares that claim us, 
hold in mind eternity.  Refrain 



NICENE CREED 
Living together in trust and hope, let us confess our faith. 
We believe in one God, the Father, the Almighty, maker of heaven and earth, of all that 
is, seen and unseen. 
  
We believe in one Lord, Jesus Christ, the only Son of God, eternally begotten of the 
Father, God from God, Light from Light, true God from true God, begotten, not made, of 
one Being with the Father; through him all things were made. For us and for our salvation 
he came down from heaven, was incarnate of the Holy Spirit and the virgin Mary and 
became truly human. For our sake he was crucified under Pontius Pilate; he suffered 
death and was buried. On the third day he rose again in accordance with the scriptures; 
he ascended into heaven and is seated at the right hand of the Father. He will come again 
in glory to judge the living and the dead, and his kingdom will have no end. 
  
We believe in the Holy Spirit, the Lord, the giver of life, who proceeds from the Father 
and the Son, who with the Father and the Son is worshiped and glorified, who has spoken 
through the prophets. We believe in one holy catholic and apostolic church. We 
acknowledge one baptism for the forgiveness of sins. We look for the resurrection of the 
dead, and the life of the world to come. Amen 
  
PRAYERS 

Each petition ends: Hear us, O God. Your mercy is great. 
 
LORD’S PRAYER 
Jesus is risen and invites us to pray: Our Father, who art in Heaven, hallowed be thy 
name, thy kingdom come, thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day 
our daily bread; and forgive us our trespasses, as we forgive those who trespass against 
us; and lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil. For thine is the kingdom, 
and the power, and the glory, forever and ever. Amen 

 
We prepare for Holy Communion.  

 

COMMUNION PRAYER 
The Lord be with you. And also with you. 
Lift up your hearts. We lift them to the Lord. 
Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.  
It is right to give our thanks and praise. 
 
Holy God, mighty Lord, gracious Father: Endless is your mercy and eternal your reign .  .  . 
all honor and glory is yours almighty God, now and forever. Amen. 



COMMUNION 
This is the body and blood of Christ, given for you. Amen. 
 

All are invited to eat and drink saying, “The body and blood of Christ is given for you.” 
 
BENEDICTION 
May our glorious God grant you a spirit of wisdom to know and to love the risen Lord 
Jesus. The God of life, Father, + Son, and Holy Spirit, bless you now and forever. Amen. 
 
SENDING HYMN   Christ is Alive! Let Christians Sing  
 
1. Christ is alive! Let Christians sing.  
The cross stands empty to the sky. 
Let streets and homes with praises ring. 
Love, drowned in death, shall never die. 
 
2. Christ is alive! No longer bound 
to distant years in Palestine, 
but saving, healing, here and now, 
and touching ev’ry place and time. 
 

3. Women and men, in age and youth, 
can feel the Spirit, hear the call,  
and find the way, the life, the truth, 
revealed in Jesus, freed for all. 
 
4. Christ is alive, and comes to bring 
good news to this and every age, 
till earth and sky and ocean ring 
with joy, with justice, love, and praise.

SENDING IN PEACE 
Alleluia!  Christ is risen!  Christ is risen indeed!  Alleluia! 
Go in peace.  Share the good news.  Thanks be to God! 
 

You may honk your horns and wave to share the peace with others. 
Please depart safely from the church parking lot following ushers’ directions.  

 
+       +       + 

 
SERVING IN WORSHIP TODAY 
Presiding Minister: Pastor Nathan Gragg  Assisting Minister: Emily Whitlow 
Director of Music: Julie Branham 
Tech Team: Todd Elrod, Walt Hampton, Russell Kleckley, Steve Shumpert 
 

Go to zionLexsc.com/faithathome for more resources for practicing faith at home. 
Go to zionlexsc.com/giving for ways to give to support the ministry of Zion Lutheran Church. 
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