
 

Indoor In Person Worship Update 

 

Dear Members of Zion, 

 

It is no surprise to anyone that 2020 has been tumultuous in ways none of us could have imagined. Covid-19 

arrived in March and the Congregation Council soon made the difficult decision to close the church property for 

all activity. At the time, we believed we would be back at worship within a matter of weeks, but it was not to 

be. As we learned more about the virus and how it is spread, we realized our exile was going to be longer than 

anyone had anticipated. 

 

Thanks to God’s merciful provision, Zion has been “open” for worship every week since the building closure – 

first through videos posted online and then through drive-in worship that brought us together even if it was in 

our cars. Honking car horns to share the peace has become a sacred moment each Sunday.  

 

Now that we have had the time to prepare for our next steps, the Council has approved beginning an indoor 

service option on Sunday mornings in the Family Life Center (FLC). Please read this letter very carefully so 

that you will know what to expect if you choose to attend the FLC service. The drive-in service will continue as 

long as there is a need, and the worship videos will continue to be shared on the Zion Facebook page, website, 

and YouTube channel.  

 

At this time there is no timeline to move into the sanctuary. Additionally it may be necessary to close the FLC 

again if virus rates change with the onset of cooler weather along with flu season. As we have often heard, we 

are on Covid time. Your church leaders ask for your understanding and patience as the chief goal we must 

always keep before us is the health and safety of this congregation. 

 

Starting November 15, Zion will offer indoor worship at 9:00 am in the Family Life Center.  

The drive-in worship service will continue at 10:00 am in the parking lot. 

 

Guidelines  

 If you are at-risk for serious complications of Covid-19, you are encouraged to stay home and watch the 

service at home or attend the drive-in service. Your safety and well-being are important. 

 If you are sick, please stay home and return once you are well. 

 Please observe physical distancing while on campus, especially going into and coming out of worship. 

 Wear a mask. Extras will be available at each entrance to the FLC if you forget to bring one. Please 

leave it on while you are on campus. 

 Your temperature will be taken before entering the building. 

 Hand sanitizer stations will be set up at the entrance for your convenience. 

 Restrooms in the FLC will be open. Restroom use will be limited to one person (or family) per restroom 

at a time. 

 Please bring a bottle with water if you need. The hallway water fountain will not be available.  

 Parking for In Person Worship will be behind the FLC (3rd entrance).  

 Please enter through the door at the end of the sidewalk and enter the FLC through the double doors. 

 Doors to the FLC will remain open at all times. 

 The FLC can seat up to 78 people, observing physical distancing. 

 



Worship Seating 

 Ushers will direct you to your seats. Please remain in your seat once seated. 

 Socially distanced groups of chairs have been set up in the FLC. Families will be seated together. 

 After worship is over, ushers will dismiss groups individually to facilitate physical distancing. Please 

head directly to your vehicle so that others will not have a long wait to leave. 

 Children are to remain with their family group, no childcare will be provided. 

 

Worship Format 

 Offering plates will be placed at each door for your convenience. 

 There will be no congregational singing. Instrumental music and hymn tunes will be played and hymn 

lyrics will be printed in the bulletin. 

 Sharing the Peace will be a verbal exchange only. 

 Worship will include Holy Communion. We ask you to please bring bread from home, as we are 

currently doing. Initially, Holy Communion will be bread only. 

 

Understanding the Risk 

 Covid-19 has created a situation in which every time we leave our homes we have to think about how 

we will protect ourselves. Simple everyday tasks and habits – grocery shopping, doctor visits, going to 

school, eating in restaurants, and even attending worship – aren’t simple and everyday any longer.  

 The congregation will do everything it can to make worship in the FLC as safe as possible, but it is 

impossible to guarantee a risk-free environment especially in the case of the Covid-19 virus.  

 Each of us must make decisions that are appropriate for ourselves and for those with whom we are in 

close contact. 

 Please know God is with you and loves you wherever you worship. 

 

Exposure to Covid-19 

 Please notify the church if you are exposed or contract the virus especially if you have attended worship, 

not only for pastoral care, but so that we can notify the congregation about a potential exposure and take 

appropriate cleaning measures. Your information will be held in confidence. 

 

The leadership of Zion is aware that no solution will please everyone especially when we are passionate about 

what we believe to be true. However, we believe the decisions we continue to make are the best course of action 

for our congregation. We will continue to pray for God’s guidance, listen to information from health experts, 

and use our common sense to make adjustments to our plans to reopen as needed. 

 

Your prayers and support are most important for your congregation leaders, your families, our nation, and the 

world. At some point in time, the pandemic will end. The Israelites’ wilderness wandering came to an end. This 

current wilderness we now experience will end. We live with hope for that day to come soon. 

 

God’s grace and peace be with you all, 

 

Craig Balch 
 

Craig Balch, Council President 

 

Pr. Nathan Gragg 

 

Pastor Nathan Gragg 


