
  

 

 

Zion Lutheran Church has canceled all  
church activities and closed the church 

facilities until further notice. 
 

Following the advice of government and health officials and consistent 
with the closings announced by Lexington County School District One, 
Zion Lutheran Church will remain closed through the end of 
April.  Congregation leaders will continue to monitor the situation and 
make updates to this plan as needed.  
 

Being church in a time of Isolation 
The church staff is in the office from 9am—12pm Monday through 
Thursday. We are working hard to produce and provide new faith 
formation and worship experiences for our members and community. Go 
to Zionlexsc.com/faithathome to get resources for worshiping at home 
with your family. See page 2 for more info on all the faith opportunities 
this month. Also see Pastor Nathan’s message from the 5th Sunday of lent 
on pages 3-4.  
 

Palm Sunday, April 5 
A Palm Sunday worship video will be posted on Zion’s YouTube channel 
on Saturday, April 4 and will premiere on Facebook on Sunday, April 5 at 
10:00am.  You also invited to join in the Coffee & Fellowship time via 
Zoom video meeting at 9:15am.  Find the links for the Coffee & Fellowship 
meeting on page 2 or contact Pastor Nathan for assistance 
(nathan@zionlexsc.com). 

 

Maundy Thursday and Good Friday 
Worship videos for Maundy Thursday and Good Friday will be shared on 
YouTube and will premiere on Facebook at 6:30pm on Thursday, April 9 
and Friday, April 10. 

 

Easter Sunday, April 12 
Drive In Worship Service at Zion Lutheran Church,  

9:00am and 10:00pm 
 

You are invited to drive in to the Zion parking lot and remain in your 
car.  You will be instructed by parking lot attendants to park in spots at 
the front side and cemetery side (west side and south side) of the 
church.  From there you will be able to listen/tune in to the 30 minute 
outdoor service that will be led from the corner of the cemetery. 

This plan is subject to change. Please watch for emails 
and more information on the Zion website. 
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Faith at Home 

Zion Faith at Home resources 
Although we cannot meet in person right now, we can still worship together.  

For continued updates and Faith at Home resources go to Zionlexsc.com/faithathome. 
 

WORSHIP VIDEOS 
Each week for Wednesday Lenten worship and Sunday morning worship we are 
posting videos of the service to YouTube and Facebook.  
 

1. Wednesday Lenten worship videos go live on YouTube Wednesday afternoon by 2:00pm and 
we will watch together as it premieres on Facebook at 6:30pm. (Make sure you go to Zion’s page and 
click on the premiere, do not click “Host watch Party”, this will ensure that we are all in one chat.) 
 

2. Sunday Morning Worship videos go live on YouTube Saturday afternoon by 5:00pm and we 
will watch together as it premieres on Facebook at 10:00am Sunday mornings. (Go to Zion’s page and 
click on the premiere, do not click “Host watch Party”, this will ensure that we are all in one chat.) 
 

Click to view Zion’s YouTube Page  Click to view Zion’s Facebook Page 
 

ZOOM GATHERINGS 
Zoom is the way that many people are connecting during this time of social distancing.  If you are not 
familiar with Zoom, it is a simple computer/smart phone program that lets you have group video 
meetings. Below is all our upcoming Zoom meeting opportunities. 
 

1. Zoom Youth Group - Zion Youth met via Zoom last week and again will meet this Wednesday April 
1st at 7:00pm on Zoom. Contact Walt Hampton for more details. (walt@zionlexsc.com)  
 

Zion Zoom Youth Group, Apr 1 at 7:00pm Password protected: email Walt@zionlexsc.com  
https://zoom.us/j/198444452 Meeting ID: 198 444 452  
 

2. Zoom Bible Study – Here’s a new weekly opportunity to join together with others from Zion.  Each 
week we’ll look at one of the Psalms and see how it speaks to us in our current circumstances.  Join in 
at 11:00am or 7:00pm this Thursday, April 2.  Below are the links to be a part of the Bible study.  Email 
Pastor Nathan (nathan@zionlexsc.com) if you have any trouble. 
 

Zion Zoom Bible Study, April 2 at 11:00am 
https://zoom.us/j/203255311 Meeting ID: 203 255 311 
 

Zion Zoom Bible Study, April 2 at 7:00pm 
https://zoom.us/j/141696216  Meeting ID: 141 696 216 
 

3. Zoom Coffee and Fellowship, 9:15am this Sunday, April 5 – Grab your coffee and your favorite 
morning treat and connect with members of Zion.  Below is the link to join the fun.  Email Pastor 
Nathan (nathan@zionlexsc.com) if you have any trouble. 
 

Zion Zoom Coffee & Fellowship, April 5 at 9:15am 
https://zoom.us/j/552564451  Meeting ID: 552 564 451 

Zionlexsc.com/faithathome
https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCsaQwBdLaj-4mv3w-IQF35Q/featured
facebook.com/zionlexsc.com
https://zoom.us/j/198444452?pwd=R0dwRzI2ZzhnQ29OOVlnd1EvcXNwdz09
mailto:nathan@zionlexsc.com
https://zoom.us/j/203255311
https://zoom.us/j/141696216
mailto:nathan@zionlexsc.com
https://zoom.us/j/552564451
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Faith at Home 

Can These Bones Live? 
Sermon from Sunday, March 29 

Pastor Nathan Gragg 
 
The scripture reading for today, the one set before us 
for the 5th Sunday in Lent, is from Ezekiel 37.  Last 
week we were in Psalm 23 and the valley of the 
shadow of death.  This week we go with Ezekiel into 
the valley of the dry bones. 
 
You might be a familiar with this passage or maybe a 
song about it.  We’ll listen to it together in a minute, 
but first let’s remember what we are listening to. 
 
Have you had a lot of dreams lately?  I know I have.  The anxiety and uncertainty of life right now has my 
mind spinning.  And apparently my mind is so busy that it’s even working overtime at night.  Because 
my dreams have been vivid and numerous.  Epic dreams of adventure and catastrophe and trying to 
save the day.  How about you?  What have you been dreaming about recently? 
 
Ezekiel dreamed about the Spirit of the Lord leading him into a valley.  That’s what this passage from 
Ezekiel recounts, a dream, a vision.  And this vision that Ezekiel had was given to him by Lord,  not just 
for his own benefit, but as a message to the whole people of God. 
 
One other thing that might help us hear this passage is some background.  Ezekiel was a prophet who 
lived among and ministered to God’s people, when they were in exile. 
 
Israel was conquered by Babylon, much of Jerusalem had been destroyed, and many of the people had 
been hauled away to live far from their homeland. 
 
Think about how those people were feeling.  Think about what questions, doubts, and fears they had, as 
we hear this word of the Lord. 
 
[Read Ezekiel 37:1-14]   
 
So what did you hear?  How does this vision, this message of the Lord, sound to you?  And how do you 
think it would have sounded to God’s people in exile then? 
 
In many ways, what Ezekiel saw, what Ezekiel dreamed about, was a time of re-creation and rebirth. 
 
The people thought all was lost.  They knew their nation was in tatters and they figured their future was 
a dead end - like a valley of lifeless bones. 
 
But in this word, through this vision, God was saying, I’m going to breathe into you, and bring you back 
to life. 

Photo by Michal Pru cha on Unsplash. 
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When the early Christians read this passage, they couldn’t help but hear it through their own hopes and 
fears.  In it they heard connection to the Spirit who blew through at Pentecost, and the Spirit that 
washed over believers bringing new life in baptism. 
 
But remember they too lived in a time of chaos, as many were exiled from their community or family 
because of their faith.  And all the while, religious and civil leaders, raged with threats and torment.  
Maybe they worried about their future too. 
 
Think about it. People of Israel dragged from their land into Babylon.  The early Christians living on the 
edges of tyranny.  The roots of our faith are among communities who experienced exile and persecution.  
Communities who were not always sure if they had a future. 
 
Maybe we are experiencing just a small sliver of that now as we face a pandemic whose effects are still 
unknown and maybe even beyond our control. 
 
What kind of future is in store for us?  Will our nation, our community, our way of life collapse?  Will our 
greatest fears become a reality?  And if so what will we lost?  Can these bones live? 
 
Are those the big questions that haunt our hearts and our dreams now?  If so, then we offer them to God, 
our dreams, our fears, all our questions.  For God knows: Yes, these bones can live.  And so shall you. 
 
To Ezekiel the messenger of the Lord said, thus says the Lord God: “I am going to open your graves, and 
bring you up from your graves, O my people; and I will bring you back to the land of Israel. And you shall 
know that I am the Lord, when I open your graves, and bring you up from your graves, O my people. I 
will put my spirit within you, and you shall live.” 
 
That’s the word, the promise of a God who is in the business of restoration.  Of bringing up, and bringing 
back, of opening, of new beginnings. 
 
Today, may you find comfort in the God who knows our future and will be part of it.  May you feel the 
peace of God that the Spirit is breathing into you now. And may your dreams be dreams about  
re-creation and rebirth, and the saving Lord who is with us always.  
 
Amen. 
 
 

Questions to ponder about this week’s Sermon:  
 

What dreams, worries, or questions are you wrestling with right now? 
 

What do you hear in Ezekiel 37 that sounds like God’s  
message for you today? 

 

What promises of God give you hope for the future? 

Faith at Home 
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Music Notes 
 

  

Music Notes – April 2020 
 

Our plans are a little vague for now, but as soon as we are 
able to be back together, I will let you all know via email and/
or text message. Missing all of my church family…           
 

Julie 

 

If you have any questions, or if you’d like to share your musical talents in some way, please contact 
Julie at julie@zionlexsc.com.  
 

My heart is steadfast, O God, my heart is steadfast; I will sing, yes, I will sing praises! 
Psalm 57:7  

  

Songs of Hope for a World in Need 

Click on links under each song 

 
Secular 

Here Comes the Sun by The Beatles 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?time_continue=10&v=7tVT6zZENm8&feature=emb_title 

What a Wonderful World by Louis Armstrong 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=CWzrABouyeE&feature=emb_title 

Rise Up by Andra Day 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=FBuIBaDSOa4 

Christian 

My Hope Is Built on Nothing Less by Norton Hall Band 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=EVE-xXFDOwg 

Praise You in This Storm by Casting Crowns 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=DoqbKyeKOBI 

Fear Is a Liar by Zach Williams 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=sQTnREEtuNk 

Children’s Songs (with motions) 
My God Is So Big 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=Bha0hAUqJ_U 

Peace Like a River 
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=d6085sLXCMs 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?time_continue=10&v=7tVT6zZENm8&feature=emb_title
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=CWzrABouyeE&feature=emb_title
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=FBuIBaDSOa4
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=EVE-xXFDOwg
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=DoqbKyeKOBI
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=sQTnREEtuNk
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=Bha0hAUqJ_U
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=d6085sLXCMs
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In our Prayers 

Current Needs  
Dwight Corley  
Barry Granda  
Melba Ivey  
Thomas Kleckley (Oakleaf)  
Cristie Ledford  
Ron Lindler  
Warren Peebles  
Rachael Rhoden  
Sara Rymer  
Libby Wright  
 
Homebound  
Betty Baker (Carolina Gardens)  
Barbara Brown  
Les Caton (Brian Center)  
Bruce Corley (Carolina Gardens)  
Nellie Drafts  
Nila Keisler (Lex Extended Care)  
Thelma Kleckley (Oakleaf)  
Jane Langston  
Ben Linder 
  
Expecting Mothers 
Anna Wingard 
  
Military 
Brett Creasman (Army) 
Burton Flake (Army) 
Matt Mayer (Air Force) 
Rhett Oliver (Army) 
Chris Rauch (Army) 
Zachary Willis (Navy) 
  

Friends of the Congregation 
Lynn Balch (health, wife of Craig Balch) 
Dwayne Ballentine (cancer, friend of Ethel Riley) 
Ronald Buff (health, cousin of Bruce Corley and E. Leaphart) 
David Cole (leukemia, Lee Caulder) 
Natasha Gorham-Jackson (family health, friend of D. Weight) 
Hazel Halford (cancer, friend of Linda Scott) 
Noreen Hamm (liver transplant, friend of Geri Nilsestuen) 
Gene and Rosemary Hendrix (health issues, Hendrix family) 
Esther Hempel (health, mother of Carol Hunter) 
Ronnie and Pat Hinson (friends of Al and Carla Fallaw) 
Arthur Holladay (health, uncle of Bonnie Phillips) 
Pam Holladay (health, mother of Bonnie Phillips) 
Colin Hungerpiller (health, friend of Stefanie Wingard) 
Jessica Seriah Housley & family (cancer) 
Sue Jaeckel (cancer, friend of Geri Nilsestuen) 
Kathy Keesling (Parkinson's, friend of Janice Sult) 
Shelly Koenig (cancer, daughter of Tom Panyard) 
Lenita Krall (cancer, friend of Geri Nilsestuen) 
Frances Link (dementia, relative of Henry Phillips) 
Elaine Davis Long (cancer, stepmother of Janet Phillips) 
Russell Meetze (cancer, family of Edith Clark) 
Brooke Melton (cancer, friend of Janet Phillips) 
Deanna Morrical (cancer, Hanna family) 
Donna Riggins (cancer, sister in law of Rachael Rhoden) 
Holly Roberts (health concerns) 
Sylvia Ruff (cancer, aunt of Julie Branham) 
Robert Tolar (health and family, friend of Bob McCombs) 
Claibourn Walters (health, cousin of Eileen Leaphart) 
Barney Weight (Alzheimer’s, brother of Darlene Weight) 
John Whiteside (cancer, friend of the Shaws) 
Patty Wingard (cancer, mother of Greg Wingard) 

 
 Carla Fallaw upon the death of her sister Becky Cook on March 13  

 
 

To ensure we have accurate information on our prayer list please let us know as prayer requests 
change. To make updates or additions to the prayer list, contact the church office at 356-2297. 
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Congregation Council 

ZION LUTHERAN CHURCH COUNCIL MINUTES 
February 10, 2020 

 
Chairman, Craig Balch, called the meeting to order at 7:00pm.  Eleven council members were 
present along with Pastor Nathan and Walt Hampton.  Ernest Beck was absent. 
 
Bridget Ridgell opened with devotions.  
 
Joys and Concerns were shared by council. Council members also shared ways we have 
connected with God, each other and our neighbors during the past several weeks. 
 
Secretary’s Report:  A motion was made, seconded and carried to approve the January minutes. 
 
Treasurer’s Report:  No written report was submitted, however, giving remains steady.  
 
Pastor’s Report:   A written report was submitted. Lenten services will be held on Wednesday 
evenings.  A new member class will begin in March. 
 
Executive Committee Report:    See New Business. 
 
Reports from Ministry Teams: 
Christian Education (Bridget) – Committee met to discuss dates and possible leaders for VBS.  
April 29th will be the closing picnic for Wednesday Nite Live.  Starting to make plans for high 
school/college graduation. Confirmation will be in September. 
 
Fellowship (Janice)) – Plans being finalized for Ladies Prayer Breakfast.  Looking for someone to 
be responsible for Fellowship Breakfast on March 9th. 
 
Inreach (Donna Corley) – Securing caterer for 275th Anniversary Luncheon.  
 
Mutual Ministry (Sara Rymer) – The committee has set up interviews for a new financial  
secretary. 
 
Outreach (Mary Nell) –   Still in search for a chairman for this committee. Snack Packs resume in 
March. 
 
Property (Ernest) – No report. 
 
Stewardship (Anna) – No report. 
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Congregation Council 

Technology (Sue) – Two new microphones are being purchased for the sanctuary.  This should 
eliminate the present sound problems.    
 
Music & Worship (Lee Caulder) – Committee met January 19th.  Critiqued last year’s services – 
which things worked well and which need improvement.  The committee feels that the Safety 
Committee should not be a part of Music & Worship.  Volunteers are needed for Safety 
Committee to handle medical emergencies and safety concerns.  Ash Wednesday services will be 
at 11:00 am and 6:30 pm.  There will be two services on Palm Sunday.  There will be an Easter 
Sunrise Service at 7:00 am with the worship service beginning at 10:00 am.  Lee and Denise 
Caulder are coordinating the Usher schedule.   
 
Youth (Kathryn Barton) – Kathryn recently attended a Youth meeting and commended Walt on 
the great job he is doing. Student art will be on the cover of bulletins during Lent.  Youth will 
prepare and serve the pancake supper on Shrove Tuesday.  Prayer Partners will be distributed 
on Ash Wednesday and the partners will be revealed at a luncheon on Psalm Sunday.  Walt 
thanked Sue for making the server schedule for the coming year.  He reminded council that the 
deadline for the church newsletter is the 25th of each month and the bulletin deadline is 
Wednesday morning at 10:00 am. 
 
NEW BUSINESS 
 Matthew 25 signup sheet was circulated for council members to volunteer their services one 

Saturday out of the year. Also seasonal clothing can be donated to the homeless. Men’s blue 
jeans are needed along with other men and ladies clothing.  

  
 The South Carolina Synod Assembly will be held May 30 –June 1st in Spartanburg.  A new 

Bishop will be elected during the meeting. Zion can send 3 lay voting members plus 1 voting 
member under the age of 30.  We can have other attendees without voting privileges. 
Congregational members wishing to attend can complete a form inserted into our bulletin.  
Voting members will be selected by Council at the March council meeting. 

 
 Shrove Tuesday Pancake supper is February 25th.  Ash Wednesday services will be at 11:00 

am and 6:30 pm on February 26th. 
 
The meeting was adjourned at 8:24 pm,   
 
Respectfully submitted, 
Donna Corley 
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Congregation Council 

ZION LUTHERAN CHURCH 
LEXINGTON,  SOUTH CAROLINA 

 

Statements of Operating Giving and Expenditures (Actual vs. Budget) 

Two Months Ended February 29, 2020 

   
Budget through 

 
Actual vs. Budget 

 
Approved 

 Actual  February 29, 2020  Variance  Annual Budget 

Giving:        

Offerings $ 72,651.43  $ 81,797.83  $ (9,146.40)  $ 490,787.00 

Interest and other income   100.00    -    100.00    - 

Total Revenues $ 72,751.43 
 

$ 81,797.83 
 

$ (9,046.40) 
 

$ 490,787.00 

Expenses: 
       

Debt payment:        

Monthly - principal $ -  $ -  $ -  $ - 

Capital improvements 7,000.00  7,000.00  -  42,000.00 

Employment expense:        

Salaries 30,538.05  31,786.67  (1,248.62)  190,720.00 

Benefits and taxes 10,967.13  11,198.67  (231.54)  67,192.00 

Utilities and telephone 6,087.86  5,500.00  587.86  33,000.00 

Synod benevolence 6,829.00  6,829.17  (0.17)  40,975.00 

Repairs and maintenance 5,900.95  3,966.67  1,934.28  23,800.00 

Insurance 3,638.50  2,416.67  1,221.83  14,500.00 

Office administration 3,234.71  3,183.33  51.38  19,100.00 

Ministry:        

Learning 55.39  1,783.33  (1,727.94)  10,700.00 

Service -  2,333.33  (2,333.33)  14,000.00 

Stewardship -  483.33  (483.33)  2,900.00 

Technology -  1,000.00  (1,000.00)  6,000.00 

Witness -  83.33  (83.33)  500.00 

Worship 658.18  1,833.33  (1,175.15)  11,000.00 

Fellowship 783.42  1,566.67  (783.25)  9,400.00 

Youth   -     833.33    (833.33)    5,000.00 

Total Expenses $ 75,693.19 
 

$ 81,797.83 
 

$ (6,104.64) 
 

$ 490,787.00 

Expenses in excess of giving $ (2,941.76) 
 

$ - 
 

$ (2,941.76) 
 

$ - 

 

 
Supplemental information: 

       

As of February 29, 2020 

Cash balance:        

Undesignated $ (5,351.68)       

Donor designated 64,444.10       

Capital renovations 115,239.00       

Constitutional reserve   90,794.81       

Total cash balance $ 265,126.23  Total Endowment $ 38,400.46 

 

 

 

 

 

 
FOR INTERNAL USE ONLY 

1 
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Communications 

April Birthdays  
2nd Jerald Drafts 
 Kevin Beck 
 Brett Flashnick 
3rd Carol Sandusky 
4th Lee Caulder 
5th Ryan Stoudemire 
 Frank Waites 
 Joanna Gragg 
6th Carol Saari 
7th Olivia Beard 
 Libba Barrineau 
8th Mickey Eller 
 CJ Harmon 
 Eleanor Reeside 
11th Nolan Phillips 
 Shannon Bateman 
15th Karen Corley 
 Diane Hook 
 

20th Susan Shumpert 
 Christopher Ellisor 
21st Elizabeth Grant  
 Kameron Keisler 
 Sue Anderson 
 Jessilyn Henwood 
22nd Corley Collins 
23rd Graham Varn 
 Debbie Speares 
26th Charley Hendrix 
 Lisa Kelly 
 Walter Hampton Sr. 
27th Robert McCombs 
28th GeGe Kimball 
30th Savannah Wingard 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

April Anniversaries  
2nd Frank & Kathryn 
 Barton 
5th Roger & Traci Hanna 
11th  Russell & Rayna 
 Kleckley 
12th Ronald & Grace 
 Lankford 
15th Walter & Jean Hendrix 
16th Randy & Beverly 
 McCoy 
19th  Dave & Katie McKinley 
20th  Azmi & Beth Jebali 
23rd Steve & Jeannie 
 Wingard 
26th Tom & Mary Nell 
 Panyard 
 

Enjoy your Special Day!  

GIVING OPPORTUNITES 

 
We encourage you to give to support the ministries of Zion 
Lutheran Church during this critical time.  We are fortunate to have 
continued to receive offering from many through the mail and 
through the various electronic ways we have to give.   

You can contact Starr Corley in the church office to find out more about these ways to give (356-2297, 
starr@zionlexsc.com) or go to https://www.zionlexsc.com/giving. 
 
There are many ways to give an offering to Zion today or in the weeks ahead. 
1. You can mail offering to Zion Lutheran Church, 226 Corley Mill Road, Lexington, SC 29072.  
2. You can send a gift through your bank’s online giving system. 
3. You can click here to go to Zion’s online giving page to give a one time offering or to set up regular 

automated giving. Zionlexsc.com/giving 
 
Our partners in ministry at Mission Lexington are on the front lines helping those 
in our community who are most affected by the current financial strain.  The best 
way to support the work of Mission Lexington is to give a financial gift.  Click here 
to find out how:  https://missionlexingtonsc.org/donate 

mailto:starr@zionlexsc.com
https://www.zionlexsc.com/giving
Zionlexsc.com/giving
https://missionlexingtonsc.org/donate

