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We sit. 
GATHERING 
Sisters and brothers in Christ, at the dawn of this morning, when our Savior Jesus passed 
from death to life, we gather with the church throughout the world in worship. This is the 
day of the Resurrection of our Lord. Through light, word, water, bread and wine, we 
proclaim Christ’s death and resurrection, share Christ’s triumph over sin and death, and 
await Christ’s coming again in glory.  Alleluia!  Thanks be to God! 
 
LIGHTING OF THE PASCHAL CANDLE 
Let us pray. Eternal God, in Jesus Christ you have given the light of life to all the world. 
Bless this new fire, and increase in us a desire to shine forth with the brightness of Christ’s 
rising, until we feast at the banquet of eternal light; through the Sun of righteousness, 
Jesus Christ our Lord.  Amen. 
 
Christ, yesterday and today, the beginning and the ending. To Christ belongs all time and 
all the ages; to Christ belongs glory and dominion now and forever. Amen. 
 

The paschal candle is lighted from the Easter fire. 
 
The light of Christ, rising in glory, dispel the darkness of our hearts and minds.  Amen. 
 
We stand. 
HYMN OF PROCLAMATION               Christ Is Risen! Alleluia! 
 
1. Christ is risen! Alleluia! 
    Risen our victorious head! 
    Sing his praises! Alleluia! 
    Christ is risen from the dead! 
    Gratefully our hearts adore him 
    as his light once more appears; 
    bowing down in joy before him, 
    rising up from griefs and tears. 
 

Refrain 
   Christ is risen! Alleluia! Risen our victorious head! 
   Sing his praises! Alleluia! Christ is risen from the dead! 

2. Christ is risen! Henceforth never 
    death or hell shall us enthrall. 
    We are Christ's, in him forever 
    we have triumphed over all. 
    All the doubting and dejection 
    of our trembling hearts have ceased; 
    hail the day of resurrection! 
    Let us rise and keep the feast.  
 



GREETING AND PRAYER 
Alleluia!  Christ is risen!  Christ is risen indeed!  Alleluia!  
The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God,  
and the communion of the Holy Spirit be with you all.  And also with you. 
 
Let us pray. O God, you are the creator of the world, the liberator of your people, and the 
wisdom of the earth. By the resurrection of your Son free us from our fears, restore us in 
your image, and ignite us with your light, through Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord, who 
lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. Amen. 
 
We sit. 
FIRST READING                   Romans 6:3-11 
Do you not know that all of us who have been baptized into Christ Jesus were baptized 
into his death? 4Therefore we have been buried with him by baptism into death, so that, 
just as Christ was raised from the dead by the glory of the Father, so we too might walk 
in newness of life.  5For if we have been united with him in a death like his, we will certainly 
be united with him in a resurrection like his. 6We know that our old self was crucified with 
him so that the body of sin might be destroyed, and we might no longer be enslaved to 
sin. 7For whoever has died is freed from sin. 8But if we have died with Christ, we believe 
that we will also live with him.9We know that Christ, being raised from the dead, will never 
die again; death no longer has dominion over him. 10The death he died, he died to sin, 
once for all; but the life he lives, he lives to God. 11So you also must consider yourselves 
dead to sin and alive to God in Christ Jesus. 
 
The word of the Lord.  Thanks be to God. 
 
We stand. 
HYMN               Christ the Lord Is Risen Today; Alleluia! 
  
1. Christ the Lord is ris'n today; Alleluia! 
    Christians, hasten on your way; Alleluia! 
    offer praise with love replete, Alleluia! 
    at the paschal victim's feet. Alleluia! 
 
 
 

2. Christians, on this holy day, Alleluia! 
    all your grateful homage pay; Alleluia! 
    Christ the Lord is ris'n on high; Alleluia! 
    now he lives, no more to die. Alleluia! 
 



GOSPEL READING                Matthew 28:1-10 
The Holy Gospel according to Matthew, the 28th chapter.  Glory to you, O Lord! 
  
After the sabbath, as the first day of the week was dawning, Mary Magdalene and the 
other Mary went to see the tomb. 2And suddenly there was a great earthquake; for an 
angel of the Lord, descending from heaven, came and rolled back the stone and sat on it. 
3His appearance was like lightning, and his clothing white as snow. 4For fear of him the 
guards shook and became like dead men. 5But the angel said to the women, “Do not be 
afraid; I know that you are looking for Jesus who was crucified. 6He is not here; for he has 
been raised, as he said. Come, see the place where he lay. 7Then go quickly and tell his 
disciples, ‘He has been raised from the dead, and indeed he is going ahead of you to 
Galilee; there you will see him.’ This is my message for you.” 8So they left the tomb quickly 
with fear and great joy, and ran to tell his disciples. 9Suddenly Jesus met them and said, 
“Greetings!” And they came to him, took hold of his feet, and worshiped him. 10Then Jesus 
said to them, “Do not be afraid; go and tell my brothers to go to Galilee; there they will 
see me.” 
 
The gospel of the Lord.  Praise to you, O Christ! 
 
We sit. 
SERMON          Pastor Nathan Gragg 
     
We remain seated. 
HYMN                   That Easter Day with Joy Was Bright 
 
1. That Easter day with joy was bright; 
    the sun shone out with fairer light 
    when, to their longing eyes restored, 
    th'apostles saw their risen Lord! 
 
2. O Jesus, king of gentleness, 
    with constant love our hearts possess; 
    to you our lips will ever raise 
    the tribute of our grateful praise. 
 
 

3. O Christ, you are the Lord of all 
    in this our Easter festival, 
    for you will be our strength and shield 
    from ev'ry weapon death can wield. 
 
4. All praise, O risen Lord, we give 
    to you, once dead, but now alive! 
    To God the Father equal praise, 
    and God the Spirit, now we raise! 
 



We stand. 
NICENE CREED 
Living together in trust and hope, let us confess our faith. 
We believe in one God, the Father, the Almighty, maker of heaven and earth, of all that 
is, seen and unseen. 
  
We believe in one Lord, Jesus Christ, the only Son of God, eternally begotten of the 
Father, God from God, Light from Light, true God from true God, begotten, not made, 
of one Being with the Father; through him all things were made. For us and for our 
salvation he came down from heaven, was incarnate of the Holy Spirit and the virgin 
Mary and became truly human. For our sake he was crucified under Pontius Pilate; he 
suffered death and was buried. On the third day he rose again in accordance with the 
scriptures; he ascended into heaven and is seated at the right hand of the Father. He 
will come again in glory to judge the living and the dead, and his kingdom will have no 
end. 
  
We believe in the Holy Spirit, the Lord, the giver of life, who proceeds from the Father 
and the Son, who with the Father and the Son is worshiped and glorified, who has 
spoken through the prophets. We believe in one holy catholic and apostolic church. We 
acknowledge one baptism for the forgiveness of sins. We look for the resurrection of 
the dead, and the life of the world to come. Amen 
 
THANKSGIVING FOR BAPTISM 
Let us pray. Blessed are you, O God, maker and ruler of all things. Your voice thundered 
over the waters at creation. You water the mountains and send springs into the valleys to 
refresh and satisfy all living things. 
 
Through the waters of the flood you carried those in the ark to safety. Through the sea 
you led your people Israel from slavery to freedom. In the wilderness you nourished them 
with water from the rock, and you brought them across the river Jordan to the promised 
land. 
 
By the baptism of his death and resurrection, your Son Jesus has carried us to safety and 
freedom. The floods shall not overwhelm us, and the deep shall not swallow us up, for 
Christ the Risen One has brought us over to the land of promise. He sends us to make 
disciples, baptizing in the name of the Father, and of the Son, and of the Holy Spirit. 



Pour out your Holy Spirit; wash away sin in this cleansing water; clothe the baptized with 
Christ; and claim your daughters and sons, no longer slave and free, no longer male and 
female, but one with all the baptized in Christ Jesus, who lives and reigns with you in the 
unity of the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. Amen. 
 
SHARING OF THE PEACE 
United with Christ in the waters of baptism, we are at peace with God and with one 
another.  The peace of the Lord be with you always.  And also with you.  
 

We share a sign of peace with one another.   
During the peace, the congregation is asperged (sprinkled with water), 

in remembrance of our baptism into the death and resurrection of Christ. 
 
TITHES AND OFFERINGS 

Your offerings for those in need and for the church’s ministries  
may be placed in one of the baskets located around our worship area. 

 
GREAT THANKSGIVING 
The Lord be with you.  And also with you. 
Lift up your hearts.  We lift them to the Lord. 
Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.  It is right to give our thanks and praise. 
 
EUCHARISTIC PRAYER 
Holy, living, and loving God, we praise you for creating the heavens and the earth. We 
bless you . . . through him all glory and honor is yours, Almighty Father, with the Holy 
Spirit, in your holy Church, both now and forever.  Amen 
 
LORD’S PRAYER 
Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name, thy kingdom come, thy will be 
done, on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread; and forgive us our 
trespasses, as we forgive those who trespass against us; and lead us not into 
temptation, but deliver us from evil. For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the 
glory, forever and ever. Amen. 
 
INVITATION TO COMMUNION 
Come to receive the risen Lord who gives his life for you. Amen. 



We sit. 
COMMUNION DISTRIBUTION 

Christ welcomes you to this feast of the baptized.   
We receive communion by intinction in front of the altar. 

As the ushers direct you, proceed down the “middle aisle” to receive bread. 
Hold your bread to dip in the chalice of wine.  There will be two wine stations. 

Return to your place by way of the outside of the chairs.   
 
We stand. 
COMMUNION BLESSING 
The body and blood of our risen Lord Jesus Christ bless you and keep you in his grace.  
Amen. 
 
SENDING HYMN                 Alleluia! Jesus is Risen! 
 
1. Alleluia! Jesus is risen! 
    Trumpets resounding in glorious light! 
    Splendor, the Lamb, heaven forever! 
    Oh, what a miracle God has in sight! 
    Jesus is risen and we shall arise. 
    Give God the glory! Alleluia! 
 
2. Walking the way, Christ in the center 
    telling the story to open our eyes; 
    breaking our bread, giving us glory: 
    Jesus our blessing, our constant surprise.   
    Jesus is risen and we shall arise. 
    Give God the glory! Alleluia! 
 
DISMISSAL 
Alleluia!  Christ is risen!  Christ is risen indeed!  Alleluia! 
Go in peace.  Share the good news.  Thanks be to God! 
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3. Weeping, be gone; sorrow, be silent: 
    death put asunder, and Easter is bright. 
    Cherubim sing: O grave, be open! 
    Clothe us in wonder, adorn us in light.   
    Jesus is risen and we shall arise. 
    Give God the glory! Alleluia! 
 
4. City of God, Easter forever, 
    golden Jerusalem, Jesus the Lamb, 
    river of life, saints and archangels, 
    sing with creation to God the I AM!  
    Jesus is risen and we shall arise. 
    Give God the glory! Alleluia! 
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