Third Sunday after Epiphany

January 22, 2017 + 11:00 am

Zion Lutheran Church
Lexington, South Carolina



WELCOME TO WORSHIP at ZION LUTHERAN CHURCH!
We are glad you have come to worship this day!

We especially welcome our Visitors and Guests!

We hope you feel right at home here at Zion. If you have any questions, our ushers will
be happy to help you. You are invited to fill out a Visitor’s Card found in the pew rack and
place it in the offering plate.

If you are seeking a church home, we invite you to consider becoming a part of this
community of faith and learning more about the mission and ministry of Zion. For more
information about Zion Lutheran Church, becoming a member, and sharing your gifts in
ministry, contact the church office (803) 356-2297, zionchurch@zionlexsc.com or visit our
website, www.zionlexsc.com.

WORSHIP NOTES

THE SACRAMENT OF HOLY COMMUNION is offered to all baptized Christians who seek
Christ’s gift of grace. Visitors who receive Holy Communion in their home congregations
are invited to share in this sacrament of grace. Gluten free bread is
available to those with allergies. You may indicate this need to the
pastor during communion distribution. Children who are not receiving
communion may come forward for a blessing.

OUR STAFFED NURSERY is available for young children during worship. The nursery is
located through the narthex/lobby area and down the hall to the right.

HYMNS not printed in the bulletin are in the back of the red WORSHIP hymnal.

PLEASE SILENCE YOUR ELECTRONICS AT THIS TIME.


mailto:zionchurch@zionlexsc.com
http://www.zionlexsc.com/

+ THIRD SUNDAY AFTER EPIPHANY +
PRELUDE
WELCOME AND ANNOUNCEMENTS

We stand.

CONFESSION AND FORGIVENESS

Blessed be God, Father, + Son, and Holy Spirit, who stretches out the heavens, who sends
light to the nations, who gives breath to us all. Amen.

Let us confess our sin in the presence of God and of one another.
We kneel. Silence is kept for reflection and confession.

Loving God, we confess that we have turned from your way to follow our own ways.
Forgive us for the times we have spoken or acted too quickly; we have not spoken or
acted at all; we have hurt those closest to us; we have hurt those we have yet to know;
we have thought more about ourselves than others; we have thought less of ourselves
than we ought. Turn us around, and give us a fresh start, so that we can live again as
your children. Amen.

Even when we have done wrong, God makes us right. Even when we have messed up,
God puts us together. God’s love never runs out. God never tires of calling us beloved
children. Hear God say to you now: Your sins are forgiven, for the sake of + Jesus Christ
our Savior. Amen.

We stand.
SHARING OF PEACE
The peace of the Lord be with you always. And also with you.
We share a sign of Christ’s peace with one another.

GATHERING HYMN # 520 Dearest Jesus at Your Word
GREETING

The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the communion of the Holy Spirit
be with all of you. And also with you.
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PRAYER OF THE DAY

The Lord be with you. And also with you.

Let us pray. Lord God, your lovingkindness always goes before us and follows after us.
Summon us into your light, and direct our steps in the ways of goodness that come
through the cross of your Son, Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord. Amen.

We sit.
FIRST READING Isaiah 9:1-4
There will be no gloom for those who were in anguish. In the former time the LORD
brought into contempt the land of Zebulun and the land of Naphtali, but in the latter time
he will make glorious the way of the sea, the land beyond the Jordan, Galilee of the
nations.

2The people who walked in darkness have seen a great light; those who lived in a land
of deep darkness - on them light has shined. 3You have multiplied the nation, you have
increased its joy; they rejoice before you as with joy at the harvest, as people exult when
dividing plunder. “For the yoke of their burden, and the bar across their shoulders,
the rod of their oppressor, you have broken as on the day of Midian.

The word of the Lord. Thanks be to God.




PSALM 27:1, 4-9
The Lorp is my light and my salvation; whom then | shall | fear?
The Lorb is the stronghold of my life; of whom shall I | be afraid?
“One thing | ask of the LoRrD; one | thing | seek;
that | may dwell in the house of the Lorbp all the days of my life;
to gaze upon the beauty of the Lorp and to seek God | in the temple.
>For in the day of trouble God will | give me shelter,
hide me in the hidden places of the sanctuary, and raise me high up- | on a rock.
®Even now my head is lifted up above my enemies | who surround me.
Therefore | will offer sacrifice in the sanctuary,
sacrifices of rejoicing; | will sing and make music | to the Lorb.
’Hear my voice, O LorD, when | call;
have mercy on me and | answer me.
8My heart speaks your message - | “Seek my face.”
Your face, O Lorb, | | will seek.
Hide not your face from me, turn not away from your ser- | vant in anger.
Cast me not away - you have been my helper;
forsake me not, O God of | my salvation.

SECOND READING 1 Corinthians 1:10-18
Now | appeal to you, brothers and sisters, by the name of our Lord Jesus Christ, that all of
you be in agreement and that there be no divisions among you, but that you be united in
the same mind and the same purpose. '*For it has been reported to me by Chloe’s people
that there are quarrels among you, my brothers and sisters. *?What | mean is that each of
you says, “I belong to Paul,” or “I belong to Apollos,” or “I belong to Cephas,” or “I belong
to Christ.” 1¥Has Christ been divided? Was Paul crucified for you? Or were you baptized in
the name of Paul? **l thank God that | baptized none of you except Crispus and Gaius, °so
that no one can say that you were baptized in my name. %(1 did baptize also the household
of Stephanas; beyond that, | do not know whether | baptized anyone else.) *’For Christ
did not send me to baptize but to proclaim the gospel, and not with eloquent wisdom, so
that the cross of Christ might not be emptied of its power. 8For the message about the
cross is foolishness to those who are perishing, but to us who are being saved it is the
power of God.

The word of the Lord. Thanks be to God.



We stand.
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GOSPEL READING Matthew 4:12-23

The holy gospel according to Matthew, the fourth chapter. Glory to you, O Lord!

Now when Jesus heard that John had been arrested, he withdrew to Galilee. 3He left
Nazareth and made his home in Capernaum by the sea, in the territory of Zebulun and
Naphtali, %so that what had been spoken through the prophet Isaiah might be fulfilled:
15“Land of Zebulun, land of Naphtali, on the road by the sea, across the Jordan, Galilee of
the Gentiles - 5the people who sat in darkness have seen a great light, and for those who
sat in the region and shadow of death light has dawned.” ’From that time Jesus began to
proclaim, “Repent, for the kingdom of heaven has come near.”

BAs he walked by the Sea of Galilee, he saw two brothers, Simon, who is called Peter,
and Andrew his brother, casting a net into the sea—for they were fishermen. °And he
said to them, “Follow me, and | will make you fish for people.” 2°lmmediately they left
their nets and followed him. 2'As he went from there, he saw two other brothers, James
son of Zebedee and his brother John, in the boat with their father Zebedee, mending their
nets, and he called them. 2Immediately they left the boat and their father, and followed
him.

2)esus went throughout Galilee, teaching in their synagogues and proclaiming the
good news of the kingdom and curing every disease and every sickness among the people.

The gospel of the Lord. Praise to you, O Christ!



We sit.
CHILDREN’S SERMON
Young children are invited forward at this time.
Following the Children’s Sermon, children ages 3 through 3rd Grade may go to
Children’s Church. Meet the Children’s Church leaders at the red door at the back
of the church. Children will return from Children’s Church during the offering.

SERMON Pastor Nathan Gragg
We stand.
HYMN OF THE DAY # 817 You Have Come Down to the Lakeshore

APOSTLES’ CREED
Living together in trust and hope, let us confess our faith.
| believe in God, the Father almighty, creator of heaven and earth.

| believe in Jesus Christ, God’s only Son, our Lord, who was conceived by the Holy Spirit,
born of the virgin Mary, suffered under Pontius Pilate, was crucified, died, and was
buried; he descended to the dead. On the third day he rose again; he ascended into
heaven, he is seated at the right hand of the Father, and he will come to judge the living
and the dead.

| believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy catholic church, the communion of saints, the
forgiveness of sins, the resurrection of the body, and the life everlasting. Amen.

PRAYERS OF INTERCESSION
Each petition ends: Hear us, O God. Your mercy is great.

We sit.
OFFERING
We share our gifts for those in need and for the mission of the church.
CHOIR ANTHEM Drawn to the Light

The congregation is invited to join in on the last verse, Hymn # 593.



We stand.
OFFERTORY HYMN
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Lord, and give us a fore-taste of the feast to come.

OFFERING PRAYER
Let us pray. Merciful God, receive the gifts we bring, ourselves, our time, and our

possessions. Through this meal unite us as your body, shining with the light of your
justice and mercy; for the sake of him who gave himself for us, Jesus Christ our Lord.

Amen.

GREAT THANKSGIVING

The Lord be with you. And also with you.

Lift up your hearts. We lift them to the Lord.

Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. It is right to give our thanks and praise.



PREFACE
It is indeed right, our duty and our joy, that we should at all times and in all places give
thanks and praise . . . we praise your name and join their unending hymn:

SANCTUS
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EUCHARISTIC PRAYER
LORD'S PRAYER

Lord, remember us in your kingdom, and teach us to pray.

Our Father, who art in Heaven, hallowed be thy name, thy kingdom come, thy will be
done, on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread; and forgive us our
trespasses, as we forgive those who trespass against us; and lead us not into
temptation, but deliver us from evil. For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the
glory, forever and ever. Amen



INVITATION TO COMMUNION
We who are many are one body, for we all partake of the one bread. Come. Be filled with

light and life. Amen.

We sit.
AGNUS DEI
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sin of the world; grant us peace, grant us peace.

DISTRIBUTION OF COMMUNION

Christ welcomes you to this feast of the baptized!
We receive communion today by intinction at the head of the center aisle.
As the ushers direct you, proceed down the center aisle in two lines.
Hold the bread given to you and continue toward the side aisle nearest you

to receive the chalice into which you may dip your bread.
Return to your seat by the side aisle.

MUSIC DURING COMMUNION



We stand.
BLESSING AFTER COMMUNION
May the body and blood of our Lord Jesus Christ strengthen you and keep you in his grace.

Amen.
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PRAYER AFTER COMMUNION

Let us pray. O Morning Star, fair and bright, you have refreshed us again with heavenly
food. You are our dearest treasure. Go with us now - today, tomorrow, every day - that
we tell the story of your never-ending love and sing your praise both now and forever.

Amen.



BLESSING

The God of glory dwell in you richly, name you beloved, and shine brightly on your path;
and the blessing of almighty God, the Father, the + Son, and the Holy Spirit, be upon you
and remain with you always. Amen.

SENDING HYMN # 661 I Love to Tell the Story

DISMISSAL
Go in peace. Be the light of Christ. Thanks be to God.

POSTLUDE

Portions printed from Sundays and Seasons.com. Copyright 2016 Augsburg Fortress.
All rights reserved. Reprinted by permission under Augsburg Fortress Liturgies Annual License #29104.

New Revised Standard Version Bible, copyright 1989. Division of Christian Education of the
National Council of the Churches of Christ in the United States of America. Used by permission. All rights reserved.
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+ SERVING IN WORSHIP TODAY +

Pastor Nathan Gragg

Sue Anderson

Eileen Leaphart

Anna Reeside, Carolette Turner

Joel Kleckley

James Gragg

Larry Hook, Brad Ledford, Zach Ledford, Roscoe Nesmith
James and Iris Harman

Wanda Wingard
Wendy Nesmith

Assisting Minister
Reader

Communion Assistants
Crucifer

Children’s Church
Nursery

Acolyte Hannah Elrod
Ushers Larry Hook, Brad Ledford, Zach Ledford, Roscoe Nesmith
Chancel and Sacraments James and Iris Harman

SERVING NEXT SUNDAY

Sue Anderson
Carolette Turner

Chip Burn, Lisa Lockaby
Elizabeth Grant

Jamie Fite, Marshall Grace Fite
Dawn Keene
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