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WELCOME TO WORSHIP at ZION LUTHERAN CHURCH! 
We are glad you have come to worship this day! 

  
We especially welcome our Visitors and Guests!  
We hope you feel right at home here at Zion. If you have any questions, our ushers will 
be happy to help you. You are invited to fill out a Visitor’s Card found in the pew rack and 
place it in the offering plate. 
  
If you are seeking a church home, we invite you to consider becoming a part of this 
community of faith and learning more about the mission and ministry of Zion. For more 
information about Zion Lutheran Church, becoming a member, and sharing your gifts in 
ministry, contact the church office (803) 356-2297, zionchurch@zionlexsc.com or visit our 
website, www.zionlexsc.com. 
  
 

WORSHIP NOTES 
  
THE SACRAMENT OF HOLY COMMUNION is offered to all baptized Christians who seek 
Christ’s gift of grace.  Visitors who receive Holy Communion in their home congregations 

are invited to share in this sacrament of grace. Gluten free bread is 
available to those with allergies. You may indicate this need to the 
pastor during communion distribution. Children who are not receiving 
communion may come forward for a blessing. 
  

OUR STAFFED NURSERY is available for young children during worship. The nursery is 
located through the narthex/lobby area and down the hall to the right. 
  
HYMNS not printed in the bulletin are in the back of the red WORSHIP hymnal. 
  
  

PLEASE SILENCE YOUR ELECTRONICS AT THIS TIME. 
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+   FOURTH SUNDAY AFTER EPIPHANY   + 
 
PRELUDE 
 
WELCOME AND ANNOUNCEMENTS 
 
We stand. 
CONFESSION AND FORGIVENESS 
Blessed be God, Father, + Son, and Holy Spirit, who stretches out the heavens, who sends 
light to the nations, who gives breath to us all. Amen. 
 
Let us confess our sin in the presence of God and of one another. 
 

We kneel. Silence is kept for reflection and confession. 
 

Loving God, we confess that we have turned from your way to follow our own ways. 
Forgive us for the times we have spoken or acted too quickly; we have not spoken or 
acted at all; we have hurt those closest to us; we have hurt those we have yet to know; 
we have thought more about ourselves than others; we have thought less of ourselves 
than we ought. Turn us around, and give us a fresh start, so that we can live again as 
your children. Amen. 
 
Even when we have done wrong, God makes us right. Even when we have messed up, 
God puts us together. God’s love never runs out. God never tires of calling us beloved 
children. Hear God say to you now: Your sins are forgiven, for the sake of + Jesus Christ 
our Savior. Amen. 
 
We stand. 
SHARING OF PEACE 
The peace of the Lord be with you always. And also with you. 

We share a sign of Christ’s peace with one another. 
 
GATHERING HYMN # 710              Let Streams of Living Justice 
 
GREETING 
The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the communion of the Holy Spirit 
be with all of you. And also with you. 



 

KYRIE 

HYMN OF PRAISE 



 
 



 

 
PRAYER OF THE DAY  
Holy God, you confound the world’s wisdom in giving your kingdom to the lowly and the 
pure in heart. Give us such a hunger and thirst for justice, and perseverance in striving for 
peace, that in our words and deeds the world may see the life of your Son, Jesus Christ, 
our Savior and Lord. Amen. 
 
We sit. 
FIRST READING                 Micah 6:1-8 
Hear what the LORD says: Rise, plead your case before the mountains, and let the hills hear 
your voice. 2Hear, you mountains, the controversy of the LORD, and you enduring 
foundations of the earth; for the LORD has a controversy with his people, and he will 
contend with Israel. 
  3“O my people, what have I done to you? In what have I wearied you? Answer me! 
4For I brought you up from the land of Egypt, and redeemed you from the house of 
slavery; and I sent before you Moses, Aaron, and Miriam. 5O my people, remember now 
what King Balak of Moab devised, what Balaam son of Beor answered him, and what 
happened from Shittim to Gilgal, that you may know the saving acts of the LORD.” 
  6“With what shall I come before the LORD, and bow myself before God on high? 
Shall I come before him with burnt offerings, with calves a year old? 7Will the LORD be 
pleased with thousands of rams, with ten thousands of rivers of oil? Shall I give my 
firstborn for my transgression, the fruit of my body for the sin of my soul?” 8He has told 
you, O mortal, what is good; and what does the LORD require of you but to do justice, and 
to love kindness, and to walk humbly with your God? 

The word of the Lord.  Thanks be to God. 



 

PSALM 15 
LORD, who may dwell in your | tabernacle? 
  Who may abide upon your | holy hill? 
2Those who lead a blameless life and do | what is right, 
  who speak the truth | from their heart;  
3they do not slander with the tongue, they do no evil | to their friends; 
  they do not cast discredit up- | on a neighbor. 
4In their sight the wicked are rejected, but they honor those who | fear the LORD. 
  They have sworn upon their health and do not take | back their word. 
5They do not give their money in hope of gain,  
nor do they take bribes a- | gainst the innocent. 
  Those who do these things shall never be | overthrown.  
 
SECOND READING                    1 Corinthians 1:18-31 
The message about the cross is foolishness to those who are perishing, but to us who are 
being saved it is the power of God. 19For it is written, “I will destroy the wisdom of the 
wise, and the discernment of the discerning I will thwart.” 

20Where is the one who is wise? Where is the scribe? Where is the debater of this 
age? Has not God made foolish the wisdom of the world? 21For since, in the wisdom of 
God, the world did not know God through wisdom, God decided, through the foolishness 
of our proclamation, to save those who believe. 22For Jews demand signs and Greeks 
desire wisdom, 23but we proclaim Christ crucified, a stumbling block to Jews and 
foolishness to Gentiles, 24but to those who are the called, both Jews and Greeks, Christ 
the power of God and the wisdom of God. 25For God’s foolishness is wiser than human 
wisdom, and God’s weakness is stronger than human strength. 

26Consider your own call, brothers and sisters: not many of you were wise by 
human standards, not many were powerful, not many were of noble birth. 27But God 
chose what is foolish in the world to shame the wise; God chose what is weak in the world 
to shame the strong; 28God chose what is low and despised in the world, things that are 
not, to reduce to nothing things that are, 29so that no one might boast in the presence of 
God. 30He is the source of your life in Christ Jesus, who became for us wisdom from God, 
and righteousness and sanctification and redemption, 31in order that, as it is written, “Let 
the one who boasts, boast in the Lord.” 

The word of the Lord.  Thanks be to God. 
 
 



 

We stand.  
GOSPEL ACCLAMATION 

GOSPEL READING                            Matthew 5:1-12 
The holy gospel according to Matthew, the fourth chapter.  Glory to you, O Lord! 
 

When Jesus saw the crowds, he went up the mountain; and after he sat down, his disciples 
came to him. 2Then he began to speak, and taught them, saying: 
 

3“Blessed are the poor in spirit, for theirs is the kingdom of heaven. 
4“Blessed are those who mourn, for they will be comforted. 
5“Blessed are the meek, for they will inherit the earth. 
6“Blessed are those who hunger and thirst for righteousness, for they will be filled. 
7“Blessed are the merciful, for they will receive mercy. 
8“Blessed are the pure in heart, for they will see God. 
9“Blessed are the peacemakers, for they will be called children of God. 
10“Blessed are those who are persecuted for righteousness’ sake, for theirs is the 
kingdom of heaven. 
 

11“Blessed are you when people revile you and persecute you and utter all kinds of evil 
against you falsely on my account. 12Rejoice and be glad, for your reward is great in 
heaven, for in the same way they persecuted the prophets who were before you.” 
 
The gospel of the Lord.  Praise to you, O Christ! 
 



 

We sit. 
CHILDREN’S SERMON 

Young children are invited forward at this time. 
Following the Children’s Sermon, children ages 3 through 3rd Grade may go to  

Children’s Church.  Meet the Children’s Church leaders at the red door at the back  
of the church.  Children will return from Children’s Church during the offering. 

 
SERMON                  Pastor Nathan Gragg 
 
We stand. 
HYMN OF THE DAY # 728       Blest Are They 
 
APOSTLES’ CREED 
Living together in trust and hope, let us confess our faith. 
I believe in God, the Father almighty, creator of heaven and earth. 
 
I believe in Jesus Christ, God’s only Son, our Lord, who was conceived by the Holy Spirit, 
born of the virgin Mary, suffered under Pontius Pilate, was crucified, died, and was 
buried; he descended to the dead. On the third day he rose again; he ascended into 
heaven, he is seated at the right hand of the Father, and he will come to judge the living 
and the dead.  
 
I believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy catholic church, the communion of saints, the 
forgiveness of sins, the resurrection of the body, and the life everlasting. Amen. 
 
PRAYERS OF INTERCESSION 

Each petition ends: Hear us, O God.  Your mercy is great. 
 
We sit. 
OFFERING 

We share our gifts for those in need and for the mission of the church. 
 
CHOIR ANTHEM             Forever Blest is He 
         
 
 



 

We stand. 
OFFERTORY HYMN  

 
OFFERING PRAYER 
Let us pray. Merciful God, receive the gifts we bring, ourselves, our time, and our 
possessions. Through this meal unite us as your body, shining with the light of your 
justice and mercy; for the sake of him who gave himself for us, Jesus Christ our Lord. 
Amen. 
 
GREAT THANKSGIVING 
The Lord be with you. And also with you. 
Lift up your hearts. We lift them to the Lord. 
Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. It is right to give our thanks and praise. 



 

PREFACE 
It is indeed right, our duty and our joy, that we should at all times and in all places give 
thanks and praise . . . we praise your name and join their unending hymn: 
 
SANCTUS 

 
EUCHARISTIC PRAYER 
 
LORD'S PRAYER  
Lord, remember us in your kingdom, and teach us to pray.  
Our Father, who art in Heaven, hallowed be thy name, thy kingdom come, thy will be 
done, on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread; and forgive us our 
trespasses, as we forgive those who trespass against us; and lead us not into 
temptation, but deliver us from evil. For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the 
glory, forever and ever. Amen 
 
 



 

INVITATION TO COMMUNION 
We who are many are one body, for we all partake of the one bread. Come. Be filled with 
light and life. Amen. 
 
We sit. 
AGNUS DEI 

 
DISTRIBUTION OF COMMUNION 

Christ welcomes you to this feast of the baptized!    
We receive communion today by intinction at the head of the center aisle.   

As the ushers direct you, proceed down the center aisle in two lines.  
Hold the bread given to you and continue toward the side aisle nearest you  

to receive the chalice into which you may dip your bread.   
Return to your seat by the side aisle. 

 
MUSIC DURING COMMUNION 
 
 
 
 



 

We stand. 
BLESSING AFTER COMMUNION  
May the body and blood of our Lord Jesus Christ strengthen you and keep you in his grace. 
Amen. 
 
CANTICLE 

 
PRAYER AFTER COMMUNION 
Let us pray.  O Morning Star, fair and bright, you have refreshed us again with heavenly 
food. You are our dearest treasure. Go with us now - today, tomorrow, every day - that 
we tell the story of your never-ending love and sing your praise both now and forever. 
Amen. 
 



 

BLESSING OF FOOD FOR FEEDING MINISTRIES 
 
BENEDICTION 
The God of glory dwell in you richly, name you beloved, and shine brightly on your path; 
and the blessing of almighty God, the Father, the + Son, and the Holy Spirit, be upon you 
and remain with you always. Amen. 
  
SENDING HYMN # 546         To Be Your Presence 
 
DISMISSAL 
Go in peace. Be the light of Christ. Thanks be to God. 
 
POSTLUDE       
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+   SERVING IN WORSHIP TODAY   + 
 
Presiding Minister          Pastor Nathan Gragg 
Assisting Minister                     Sue Anderson 
Reader                      Katie McKinley 
Communion Assistants                      Chip Burn, Eileen Leaphart 
Crucifer                    Elizabeth Grant 
Acolyte           Hannah Elrod 
Ushers        Larry Hook, Brad Ledford, Zach Ledford, Roscoe Nesmith 
Chancel and Sacraments                 James and Iris Harman 

 
Children’s Church                Jamie Fite, Marshall Grace Fite 
Nursery                         Dawn Keene 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 

SERVING NEXT SUNDAY 
 

Assisting Minister            Darlene Weight 
Reader                  Scouts 
Communion Assistants             Dawn Keene, Bob McCombs 
Crucifer                 Scouts 
Acolyte                 Scouts 
Ushers         Chip Burn, Connor Burn, Will Reeside, Suzanne Riley Whyte 
Chancel and Sacraments              Steve and Janice Sult 
Children’s Church            Jamie Hampton 
Nursery        Dianne Richardson 
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