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WELCOME TO WORSHIP at ZION LUTHERAN CHURCH! 
We are glad you have come to worship this day! 

 
We especially Welcome our Visitors and Guests! 
We hope you feel right at home here at Zion.  If you have any questions, our 
ushers will be happy to help you.  You are invited to fill out a Visitor’s card 
found in the pew rack and place it in the offering plate.  
 
If you are seeking a church home, we invite you to consider becoming a part 
of this community of faith and learning more about the mission and ministry 
of Zion.  For more information about Zion Lutheran Church, becoming a 
member, and sharing your gifts in ministry, contact the church office, (803) 
356-2297, zionchurch@zionlexsc.com or visit our website, zionlexsc.com. 
 

WORSHIP NOTES 
 
THE SACRAMENT OF HOLY COMMUNION is offered to all baptized Christians who seek 
Christ’s gift of grace.  Visitors who receive Holy Communion in their home congregations 

are invited to share in this sacrament of grace. Gluten free bread is 
available to those with allergies. You may indicate this need to the 
pastor during communion distribution.  Children who are not 
receiving communion may come forward for a blessing. 
 

OUR STAFFED NURSERY is available for young children during worship. The nursery is 
located through the narthex/lobby area and down the hall to the right.      
 
ALL HYMNS FOR WORSHIP are from the red WORSHIP hymnal in the pew rack. 
 

 
PLEASE SILENCE YOUR ELECTRONICS AT THIS TIME. 

 



 

 
+   FIFTH SUNDAY IN LENT   + 

 
PRELUDE          What Wondrous Love Is This, Handbells 
 
WELCOME AND ANNOUNCEMENTS 
 
We stand. 
CONFESSION AND FORGIVENESS 
In the name of the Father, and of the + Son, and of the Holy Spirit. Amen. 
 
During the season of Lent we are called to return to the Lord with all our heart. Let us 
confess our sin and seek reconciliation with God and neighbor. 
 

We kneel. Silence is kept for confession and meditation. 
 
Merciful God, you sent Jesus Christ to save the lost. We confess that we have strayed 
from you and turned aside from your way. We fail in love, neglect justice, and ignore 
your truth. Have mercy on us and wash away our sin. Create in us clean hearts for the 
sake of Jesus Christ our Savior. Amen. 
 
Behold, now is the acceptable time; now is the day of salvation. Almighty God have mercy 
on us, forgive us all our sins, and bring us to everlasting life. Amen. 
 
We stand. 
SHARING OF PEACE 
The peace of the Lord be with you always. And also with you. 
 

We share a sign of Christ’s peace with one another. 
 
GATHERING HYMN # 666   What Wondrous Love Is This 
 
GREETING 
The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the communion of the Holy Spirit 
be with all of you. And also with you. 
 



 

KYRIE   

PRAYER OF THE DAY  
Let us pray.  Almighty God, your Son came into the world to free us all from sin and death. 
Breathe upon us the power of your Spirit, that we may be raised to new life in Christ and 
serve you in righteousness all our days, through Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord, who 
lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. Amen. 
 
We sit. 
FIRST READING                                      Ezekiel 37:1-14 

 
After the reading: The word of the Lord.  Thanks be to God. 

 
PSALM 130 
Out | of the depths 
  I cry to | you, O LORD; 
2O LORD, | hear my voice! 
  Let your ears be attentive to the voice of my | supplication. 
3If you were to keep watch | over sins, 
  O LORD, | who could stand? 
4Yet with you | is forgiveness, 
  in order that you | may be feared.  
5I wait for you, O LORD; | my soul waits; 
  in your word | is my hope. 



 

6My soul waits for the Lord more than those who keep watch | for the morning, 
  more than those who keep watch | for the morning. 
7O Israel, wait for the LORD, for with the LORD there is | steadfast love; 
  with the LORD there is plen- | teous redemption. 
8For the LORD shall | redeem Israel 
  from | all their sins.  
 
CHILDREN’S SERMON 

Young children are invited forward at this time. 
Following the Children’s Sermon, children ages 3 through 3rd Grade may go to  

Children’s Church.  Meet the Children’s Church leaders at the red door at the back  
of the church.  Children will return from Children’s Church during the offering. 

 
We stand.  
GOSPEL ACCLAMATION  sung two times 

GOSPEL READING                        John 11:1-45 
The holy gospel according to John the eleventh chapter.  Glory to you, O Lord! 
 

Now a certain man was ill, Lazarus of Bethany, the village of Mary and her sister Martha. 
2Mary was the one who anointed the Lord with perfume and wiped his feet with her hair; 
her brother Lazarus was ill. 3So the sisters sent a message to Jesus, “Lord, he whom you 
love is ill.” 4But when Jesus heard it, he said, “This illness does not lead to death; rather it 
is for God’s glory, so that the Son of God may be glorified through it.” 5Accordingly, though 
Jesus loved Martha and her sister and Lazarus, 6after having heard that Lazarus was ill, he 
stayed two days longer in the place where he was. 
 



 

 7Then after this he said to the disciples, “Let us go to Judea again.” 8The disciples 
said to him, “Rabbi, the Jews were just now trying to stone you, and are you going there 
again?” 9Jesus answered, “Are there not twelve hours of daylight? Those who walk during 
the day do not stumble, because they see the light of this world. 10But those who walk at 
night stumble, because the light is not in them.” 11After saying this, he told them, “Our 
friend Lazarus has fallen asleep, but I am going there to awaken him.” 12The disciples said 
to him, “Lord, if he has fallen asleep, he will be all right.” 13Jesus, however, had been 
speaking about his death, but they thought that he was referring merely to sleep. 14Then 
Jesus told them plainly, “Lazarus is dead. 15For your sake I am glad I was not there, so that 
you may believe. But let us go to him.” 16Thomas, who was called the Twin, said to his 
fellow disciples, “Let us also go, that we may die with him.” 
  17When Jesus arrived, he found that Lazarus had already been in the tomb four 
days. 18Now Bethany was near Jerusalem, some two miles away, 19and many of the Jews 
had come to Martha and Mary to console them about their brother. 20When Martha 
heard that Jesus was coming, she went and met him, while Mary stayed at home. 
21Martha said to Jesus, “Lord, if you had been here, my brother would not have died. 22But 
even now I know that God will give you whatever you ask of him.” 23Jesus said to her, 
“Your brother will rise again.” 24Martha said to him, “I know that he will rise again in the 
resurrection on the last day.” 25Jesus said to her, “I am the resurrection and the life. Those 
who believe in me, even though they die, will live, 26and everyone who lives and believes 
in me will never die. Do you believe this?” 27She said to him, “Yes, Lord, I believe that you 
are the Messiah, the Son of God, the one coming into the world.” 
  28When she had said this, she went back and called her sister Mary, and told her 
privately, “The Teacher is here and is calling for you.” 29And when she heard it, she got up 
quickly and went to him. 30Now Jesus had not yet come to the village, but was still at the 
place where Martha had met him. 31The Jews who were with her in the house, consoling 
her, saw Mary get up quickly and go out. They followed her because they thought that 
she was going to the tomb to weep there. 32When Mary came where Jesus was and saw 
him, she knelt at his feet and said to him, “Lord, if you had been here, my brother would 
not have died.” 33When Jesus saw her weeping, and the Jews who came with her also 
weeping, he was greatly disturbed in spirit and deeply moved. 34He said, “Where have 
you laid him?” They said to him, “Lord, come and see.” 35Jesus began to weep. 36So the 
Jews said, “See how he loved him!” 37But some of them said, “Could not he who opened 
the eyes of the blind man have kept this man from dying?” 



 

  38Then Jesus, again greatly disturbed, came to the tomb. It was a cave, and a stone 
was lying against it. 39Jesus said, “Take away the stone.” Martha, the sister of the dead 
man, said to him, “Lord, already there is a stench because he has been dead four days.”  
40Jesus said to her, “Did I not tell you that if you believed, you would see the glory of  
God?” 41So they took away the stone. And Jesus looked upward and said, “Father, I thank 
you for having heard me. 42I knew that you always hear me, but I have said this for the 
sake of the crowd standing here, so that they may believe that you sent me.” 43When he 
had said this, he cried with a loud voice, “Lazarus, come out!” 44The dead man came out, 
his hands and feet bound with strips of cloth, and his face wrapped in a cloth. Jesus said 
to them, “Unbind him, and let him go.” 45Many of the Jews therefore, who had come with 
Mary and had seen what Jesus did, believed in him. 
  
The gospel of the Lord.  Praise to you, O Christ! 
 
We sit. 
SERMON                  Pastor Nathan Gragg 
 
We stand. 
HYMN OF THE DAY # 327                      Through the Night of Doubt and Sorrow 
 
APOSTLES’ CREED 
Living together in trust and hope, let us confess our faith. 
I believe in God, the Father almighty, creator of heaven and earth. 
 
I believe in Jesus Christ, God’s only Son, our Lord, who was conceived by the Holy Spirit, 
born of the virgin Mary, suffered under Pontius Pilate, was crucified, died, and was 
buried; he descended to the dead. On the third day he rose again; he ascended into 
heaven, he is seated at the right hand of the Father, and he will come to judge the living 
and the dead.  
 
I believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy catholic church, the communion of saints, the 
forgiveness of sins, the resurrection of the body, and the life everlasting. Amen. 
 
PRAYERS OF INTERCESSION 

Each petition ends: Hear us, O God. Your mercy is great. 
 



 

We sit. 
OUR CELERBATION OF FIRST GIFTS  

 
There will be a time during the anthem to reflect on our gifts  

and to complete First Gifts / Time and Talent pages. 
Following the anthem, you may bring forward your First Gifts pages  

and place them in the basket by the baptismal font. 
You may also place your regular tithes and offerings in the basket. 

 

As we come forward to share our gifts, we sing together the hymn of dedication. 
                
CHILDREN’S CHOIR ANTHEM        I Come to the Garden Alone  
    
We stand. 
HYMN OF DEDICATION                                        We Are an Offering  

 
We lift our voices, we lift our hands,  

we lift our lives up to you: we are an offering.   
Lord, use our voices, Lord use our hands,  

Lord, use our lives, they are yours: we are an offering.   
All that we have, all that we are,  

all that we hope to be, we give to you, we give to you. 
We lift our voices, we lift our hands, we lift our lives up to you:  

we are an offering, we are an offering. 
 
OFFERING PRAYER 
Let us pray.  Merciful God, receive the sacrifice of our praise and thanksgiving and the 
offering of our lives, that following in the way of the cross, we may know the joy of the 
resurrection; through Christ our Lord. Amen. 
 
GREAT THANKSGIVING 
The Lord be with you.  
And also with you. 
Lift up your hearts.  
We lift them to the Lord. 
Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.  
It is right to give our thanks and praise. 



 

PREFACE 
It is indeed right, our duty and our joy, that we should at all times and in all places give 
thanks and praise . . . we praise your name and join their unending hymn: 
 
SANCTUS 

EUCHARISTIC PRAYER 
You are indeed holy, almighty and merciful God. You are most holy . . . O God, Father, 
Son, and Holy Spirit, be all honor and glory in your holy church, now and forever. Amen. 
 
LORD'S PRAYER  
Lord, remember us in your kingdom, and teach us to pray.  
Our Father, who art in Heaven, hallowed be thy name, thy kingdom come, thy will be 
done, on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread; and forgive us our 
trespasses, as we forgive those who trespass against us; and lead us not into 
temptation, but deliver us from evil. For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the 
glory, forever and ever. Amen 
 
INVITATION TO COMMUNION 
Return to God with all your heart. Come and be filled with the goodness of God. Amen. 



 

We sit. 
AGNUS DEI 

DISTRIBUTION OF COMMUNION 
Christ welcomes you to this feast of the baptized!    

We receive communion today around the altar rail.  
Proceed to the front by the side aisle as the ushers direct you.  

Return to your seat by the center aisle. 
 
MUSIC DURING COMMUNION 
 
We stand. 
BLESSING AFTER COMMUNION  
The body and blood of our Lord Jesus Christ strengthen you and keep you in his grace. 
Amen. 
 
PRAYER AFTER COMMUNION 
Let us pray.  Compassionate God, you have fed us with the bread of heaven. Sustain us in 
our Lenten pilgrimage: may our fasting be hunger for justice, our alms, a making of peace, 
and our prayer, the song of grateful hearts; through Christ our Lord. Amen. 
  
SENDING OF HOLY COMMUNION 
 



 

BLESSING 
May God who has called us forth from the dust of the earth, and claimed us as children 
of the light, strengthen you on your journey into life renewed. The Lord bless you and 
keep you. The Lord’s face shine upon you with grace and mercy. The Lord look upon you 
with favor and give you + peace. Amen. 
  
SENDING HYMN # 629                  Abide with Me 
                                     
DISMISSAL 
Go in peace. Love and serve the Lord. Thanks be to God. 
 
POSTLUDE       
 

Portions printed from Sundays and Seasons.com. Copyright 2016 Augsburg Fortress.  
All rights reserved. Reprinted by permission under Augsburg Fortress Liturgies Annual License #29104. 

New Revised Standard Version Bible, copyright 1989. Division of Christian Education of the  
National Council of the Churches of Christ in the United States of America. Used by permission. All rights reserved. 

 

 
 

+   SERVING TODAY   + 
 

Presiding Minister         Pastor Nathan Gragg 
Assisting Minister                   Darlene Weight 
Reader                      Bob McCombs 
Communion Assistants                          Eileen Leaphart, Bob McCombs 
Crucifer                    Libby Branham 
Acolyte                    Reilly Barrineau 
Ushers                       Paul Hook, Emerson Fite, Troy Fite, James Harman 
Chancel and Sacraments     Ron and Eileen Leaphart, Anna Beck 
Children’s Church                                Nikki Harmon 
Nursery              Britt Dooley 
Offering Counters                   Russell and Rayne Kleckley, Gary and Evelyn Varn 
Children’s Choir          David Gragg, George Nesmith, Morgan Nesmith 
Director of Music         Julie Branham  
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Starr Corley, Office Administrator 
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Steve Shumpert, Church Sexton 
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Sam Mailleue, 2nd Year Seminarian 

 


